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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


AT the commencement of another volume of the PaNnopxist and 
Misstonary Maeazine, the Editors avail themselves of the 
occasion, to lay before their readers some of the most important 
considerations, which relate to the interests of this publication. 
The time will not be misemployed which is spent in declaring our 
intentions, and explaining the various means by which, it is hoped, 
they may be accomplished. 

The utility of religious Magazines has been established, both in 
Europe and America, within the last twenty years, in a manner too 
satisfactory to admit of a question. As vehicles of information 
peculiarly interesting to Christians; as bonds of union between 
pious men of all denominations, and in all classes of society; as 
incentives to active beneficence; and as the means of concentrating 
benevolent exertions of all descriptions, they remain unequalled. 
When judiciously conducted, they have uniformly received the 
hearty approbation and patronage of wise and good men; and to 
the extensive circulation which has been given th ay justly 
be attributed much of that enlarged philanthropy, that fervent 
charity, that concern for the salvation of the heathen, and those 
corresponding exertions to extend the knowledge and influence of 
the gospel through the world, which have cast a radiance over the 
close of the eighteenth ceutury, and the beginning of the nine. 
teenth, and have promised a more glorious period than the Chris. 
tian church has ever yet enjoyed. That increasing evidence of the 
approach of such a period may continue to be afforded, and that 
we may be the humble instruments of advancing it, in some small 
degree, is our constant prayer, and, should we be prospered ac. 
cording to our desire, will be our abundant reward. 

The religious doctrines which this work has endeavored to sup- 
port, and is pledged to support hereafter, have been so often made 
public, and particularly on a recent occasion,* that it is unneces- 
sary, at this time, to state them at large. Though disclaiming all 
subjection to human authority in matters of faith, and professing 
to receive the truths of Christianity from the Bible alone, the Edi. 

* See the Preface to the second volume. 
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tors have no hesitation in declaring it as their opinion, that the 
scriptures were well understood, and powerfully taught by Calvin, 
and his cotemporaries, the Reformers in France, Germany, and 
Great Britain; by the ablest and most learned preachers of suc- 
ceeding times, in the Protestant churches; and by those venerable 
men to whom America was indebted for the introduction of civili- 
zation and Christianity. It gives us pleasure to add, that the same 
truths which have been so eminently the means of enlightening and 
reforming mankind, are now believed and taught by the great body 
of the Congregational and Presbyterian Clergy in the United States. 
The influence of these truths we most anxiously wish to extend, as 
we believe them to be the foundation of all true religion in the 
world. Where union on the cardinal doctrines is found, it should 
not be interrupted by any thing which fosters sectarian prejudices, 
or is fitted to serve the narrow interests of a party. 

That a Magazine may be most extensively useful, it should contain 
a variety of matter adapted, as far as may be, to the different tastes, 
habits, and wants of its readers. An outline of the plan upon 
which, in our opinion, such a work shouid be conducted, we pre- 
sent to our subscribers in the following observations; assuring them, 
at the same time, that we shall consider ourselves bound to conform, 
so far as our ability shall permit, to the plan which we adopt. 

Essays on the primary doctrines of Revelation, written with care 
and judgment, are eminently instructive. Theology is the noblest 
of the sciences; yet, thanks to the adorable wisdom of God, it is 
more easily comprehended by men of common understanding, and 
in ordinary life, than any other science whatever. ‘There are mys- 
teries indeed ; but these are inseparable from the existence, the na- 
ture, and the Providence of the Supreme Being. All who with 
humility receive the divine declarations, will easily understand the 
great and fundamental principles of religion and morality, and will 
clearly discern their beautiful symmetry and admirable dependence. 
These principles are perfectly agreeable to reason, in all cases 
where reason can be properly applied to them. Though they can- 
not be taught systematically, and at length in a periodical work 
of this kind, they can still be occasionally stated, proved, and “de- 
fended; their uses can be exhibited, and their divine original, and 
transcendent glories displayed. The distinguishing doctrines of the 
gospel are never to be concealed, or abandoned. They are to hold 
a prominent place in exciting and directing any efforts, by which 
the everlasting interests of men are intended to be promoted. Noth« 
ing can be more unwise, in concerns of such amazing consequence, 
than to give place for a moment to the maxims of the worldly, or 
the contempt of the light-minded. We have often admired a pas- 
sage iv an address or review written by the Editors of tlie Christian 
Observer, to the following effect: ‘* That they had ever esteemed 
it most wretched policy, even as policy, to be afraid to look their 
creed and its enemies in the face, at the same time.’’** Those who 


* We cite from memory only. 








1819. Address to the Public. 3 


put on the whole armor of God, are never at a loss for weapons to 
repel the assaults of their adversaries; while those who neglect this 
divine panoply, and resort to human resources for defence, are 
almost sure to be disgraced in the contest, if not utterly vanquished. 
Some materials it is hoped, our pages may furnish for the instruc. 
tion and establishment of our readers, in the great principles of the 
Christian faith. 

Yet we consider long and abstruse metaphysical discussions, as 
not well adapted to the nature of a Magazine, designed for the 
perusal of all classes of people. Such discussions appear to much 
better advantage, and fall more naturally into the hands of those 
who will profit by them, if published as separate treatises. They 
will then be read more uninterruptedly, and the result of the argu. 
ments contained in them will more clearly appear. 

Any new light which modern discoveries, or more accurate 
learning, may throw upon particular texts of scripture, or upon 
the general scope of any of the inspired writings, will be entitled 
to particular regard. 

Essays on the order, harmony, and government of the church of 
Christ, on the duties of its officers, and the extent and obligation of 
ecclesiastical discipline, will, we presume, be acceptable to the re. 
ligious public. Under these heads may be comprised. every thing 
which promotes the union and watchfuiness of Christians; every 
thing which animates them to the discharge of the peculiar duties 
which they owe each other, or causes them to feel a livelier interest 
in each other’s spiritual welfare. 

It is desirable that a work like this should contain many antidotes 
to the poison of Infidelity. Though the writings of Paine and his 
associates have been driven with contempt and indignation from 
public notice, and, in the course of a few years, have sunk into 
the abyss of oblivion from which they will never emerge; though 
Hume is much less read than formerly, and Bolingbroke, Shaftes- 
bury, Hobbes, and writers of the same stamp are scarcely read at 
all; and though the blasphemous doctrines, and the abandoned lives 
of modern champions of unbelief, have enveloped them and their 
adherents in a cloud of guilt and horror, which in the view of sober 
persons will not be easily dispelled; still the seminal principles of 
Infidelity exist every where, and are always ready to spring up un- 
der the influence of a depraved heart, and worldly passions. For 
the security of the young, and the instruction of the uninformed, it 
is necessary, that the plagues which systematic irreligion entails 
upon its votaries, here and hereafter, should be frequently and ade. 
quately described. Their comfortless lives, their pestilent examples, 
their hypocritical pretensions, and their hopeless deaths, should not 
be forgotten: nor should the opportunity be lost of contrasting 
with these forlorn prospects, the joys which result from a scriptu- 
ral view of the divine government, the pleasure of serving God and 
enjoying his favor, the blessings of brotherly love, and the hopes 
of immortality; all which are among the possessions of every hum. 
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ble believer, and constitute the earnest of that better inheritance 
which he will receive in heaven. 

Latitudinarian opinions in divinity approach to the neighborhood 
of Infidelity; with different degrees of approximation, however, ac. 
cording to the proportions in which truth and error are mingled. 
A loose Theology always leads to a correspondent relaxation in the 
duties of morality. The descent is easy and nataral, from the ele. 
vated road of virtue to a level with the pursuits and enjoyments 
which belong exclusively to this world. Whenever the teachers of 
of piety and morality yield to the perverse inclinations of men, 
and conceal or explain away those truths of the Bible which have 
ever been, and ever will be, offensive to the natural heart; the im- 
mediate consequences, are, indifference to the concerns of a future 
State, and neglect of religion. As a second grade in the scale of 
declension, the tone of morals will be sunk, and a lower standard 
will be erected to suit the practices of those, who will not submit 
to the restraints of a holy life. The remoter, but not less certain, 
consequences, will be a general profanation of the Sabbath, inatten. 
tion to the religious education of the young, and practical, if not 
professed, Infidelity. To counteract these baleful tendencies is an 
object which every good man will approve. 

Perhaps no department of a good Magazine is surrounded by so 
many difficulties, as that which is occupied by Reviews of New 
Publications, Our work will not be sufficiently extensive to admit 
reviews of all the books on literary and scientific subjects, which 
may be published; nor would the admission of them comport with 
the design of a work intended for general circulation. Even a 
brief notice of all the Sermons and other religious pamphlets, 
which are issuing almost daily from the press, would take up more 
room than can be spared without injury to other departments. In 
the selection of books to be reviewed, we must, therefore, consult 
not only their intrinsic character, but the state of religious con- 
troversy; and must inquire what errors are most prevalent, and 
what truths most important to be inculcated. 

We are not insensible of the various and opposite dangers, which 
_attend the management of controversial subjects, in days like these. 
To possess a glowing, watchful zea] for the truth, and yet hear 
patiently the arguments, and detect calmly the sophistry of error; 
to exhibit, at the same time, a hearty reprobation of falsehood, and 
real kindness towards the persons of,its abettors; to treat the sneers 
of the profane, and the calumnies of the uaprincipled with just in- 
dignation, without feeling or exciting the heat or the bitterness of 
anger; to be willing that every writer should be allowed the full 
force of his reasons, and receive due credit when right, as well as 
due reprehension when wrong; and to make proper distinctions 
between educational prejudices, unintentional error, wilful misrep- 
resentation, and fraudulent impositions on the public, are qualifi- 
cations of rare attainment, though necessary, in some good degree 
at least, to every accomplished reviewer. 
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With these things in view, we shall constantly aim, however 
(leficient we may be in talents or learning, not to transgress the 
great law of love; and not to forget our own liability to mistakes, 
misconceptions, and false conclusions. While we hold that relig- 
ious truth will be easily found by sincere and unprejudiced inquir- 
ers, it is to be remembered that men are not naturally sincere and 
unprejudiced; and that they will hardly become right at all, and, 
if right, will hardly remain so, without continual prayer, vigilance, 
and humility. We wish to keep in view our own participation in 
the general corruption, and that it becomes not any man to assume 
the character of an infallible censor of his fellow men. As we 
confidently believe our religious doctrines to be those of the Bible, 
we are to be considered as always referring to the Bible as the per- 
fect test. We would wish our pages to be so conducted, as that, 
were it possible for us to revise them a century hence, when all the 
passions of the moment shall have been forgotten, (however our 
knowledge may have been increased, or our views rectified,) we 
should not have oceasion to blush for the spirit manifested, or to 
expunge a sentence on account of its unchristian tendency. Aud 
though so complete a victory over passion, provocation, and infir. 
mity, is rather to be desired than expected, we shall anxiously strive 
to obtain it. 

In order that a publication of this kind may have much weight 
of character with the public, it is indispensable that the assistance 
of literary men should be given to it. Such assistance we shall 
make every exertion to acquire; and we have the assurance, that in 
many instances it will be afforded. 

Articles of Religious Intelligence are in every point of view, 
extremely interesting to all classes of persons in the religious com~ 
munity. Proceedings of Bible Societies, and of other associations 
for the purpose of promoting Christianity, especially of Missionary 
Societies at home and abroad, will be procured and inserted as sea- 
sonably as possible. ‘The exertions which are made to disseminate 
the gospel in Asia, and every thing which may give information of 
its progress in that benighted portion of the globe, will be deemed 
peculiarly important. ‘To furnish our readers with the most au- 
thentic communications on these sr bjects, all the valuable religious 
Magazines of the day will be consulted, and every practicable use 
will be made of private epistolary correspondence. 

Judicious Narratives of Revivals of Religion, in our own coun- 
try, have ever been esteemed eminently useful. Within the last 
fifteen years, many parts of the United States have been highly 
favored with such attention to the concerns of the soul, as may, with 
the strictest propriety, be denominated a Revival of Religion. That 
this has been the case, is as well established with the sober and 
candid, as that there is any such thing as religion existing among 
mankind. Accounts of such revivals have a puwerful influence to 
awaken the careless, to animate and encourage the desponding, to 
make the wicked tremble, to stimulate the pious to prayer and oth. 
cr efforts, and to increase the union and love of those who rejoice 
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in the gracious visitations of the Holy Spirit. The events which 
take place on such occasions should be faithfully and concisely 
stated, without expecting in every case to avoid the scorn of the 
ungodly. Such religious awakenings, however, as have taken 
place in almost every period of the Christian church; which 
have been gloried in by the wisest and best of men as tokens of the 
peculiar favor of God, and have been followed by the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, are always to be distinguished from the 
vagaries of a wild imagination, and the clamors of enthusiasm. 

Memorials of those who have been eminently useful in their gen- 
eration, we shall with pleasure record in the Biographical depart- 
ment. Our country has produced many such men; and their lives 
would furnish large materials of amusement and instruction. It is 
only necessary that those who were best acquainted with them, and 
are competent to the task, should take the trouble of writing such 
particulars respecting them, as the public would be interested in 
learning. 

Obituary notices of persons of every age, and from every grade 
in socicty, who have remarkably exhibited the power of religion, 
will be gladly accepted. The death bed of a youth, or even of a 
child, whose heart has been sanctified by divine grace, is often the 
scene of much heavenly instruction. 

We shail think ourselves warranted to extract from similar pub- 
lications pieces of superior merit. I[t is true that a prejudice is 
indulged by some against the insertion of any thing but origi- 
nal matter, and, doubtless, original matter should ever be preferred 
to any other of no more than equal value. But when an essay ap- 
pears in a respectable foreign Magazine, written, on a seasonable 
topic, with great learning, lofty eloquence, and unfeigned piety; 
an essay which would not be seen, anless extracted, by a fiftieth 
part of our readers, we cannot doubt that the good of the great 

majority will be consulted by republishing it. 

Those who have leisure and ability to write for the public, are 
earnestly invited to favor us with the fruits of their study and re. 
flection. Any subjects within the scope of the preceding observa- 
tions, will correspond with our design. A wider range might have 
been taken, but our limits would not permit. While we cordially 
solicit the aid of literary men, it is not to be forgotten, that the 
very essence of the Editorial office consists in the power of admitting 
or excluding what is offered, so as to accomplish most effectually 
the objects of the publication. If any persons should feel disap- 
pointed that communications made by them do not appear, they 
will do well to consider, that there may be satisfactory reasons of 
a personal, local, or temporary nature, why pieces even of decided 
merit should not be admitted. Another declaration which we feel 
it necessary to make explicitly, cannot be better expressed than in 
the words used by the Editor of the Christian Observer,on a similar 
occasion, and adopted several years ago, by the Editors of the 
Panoplist: *¢1t is hoped that correspondents will permit slight 
alterations to be made in the phraseology of a paper, when it shall 
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be deemed expedient; and this liberty will always be supposed to 
be granted, unless expressly withheld.”’ 

We close this addréss by stating our hopes, that this publication 
may be the means, in some measurc at least, of uniting the pious of 
all denominations; of making men feel the need of combined exer- 
tion in the service of God; of enlarging the views and directing the 
pursuits of youth; of promoting rcligious reading; of making lite. 
rature subservient to the highest interests of mankind; of awaken. 
ing Christians to the duties of prayer, watchfulness, and beneficence; 
of presenting and illustrating the radical difference between the 
righteous and the wicked; of communicating anxiety for the salva- 
tion of the heathen; of urging to the support and encouragement of 
Missionaries; and, in all these and many other ways, of extending 
the boundaries of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 








RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


DIALOGUE ON UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 


Concluded from Vol. If. p. 556. 





R. Tue first passage, reverend 
Sir, which I shall produce from 
the infallible word of God, a- 
gainst your erroneous views, is 
2 Thess. i. 7—9, where it is de- 
clared, that the LordJesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them, 
that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospei of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; and that they 
shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power. You can- 
not deny that this relates to the 
future condition of men. 

M. No; that must be ad- 
mitted; but then if destruction 
is to be endured, men will not 
be miserable for ever; they will 
be annihilated. 

R. Annihilation is not the 
meaning of destruction; but it 
means the loss of happiness, the 


desolation of our enjoyments. 
The word occurs, as you will 
see, if you examine, in but three 
other places in the New Testa- 
ment, where we read of the de- 
struction of the body, and also 
that when men say, peace and 
safety, then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them; and we read 
also of lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition.* 
The next verse to this last, re. 
lating to the same subject, ex. 
plains it by declaring that the 
covetous pterce themselves 
through with many sorrows. 
You see nothing like annihila- 
tion. Besides, this is a doc- 
trine, which you do not really 
admit. 

M. That is true, but when 
you come against me-with a 
lance, I may break it in pieces 
in any way, that I can. 


* 1 Cor. v. 5; 1 Thess. v.38; 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
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R. Not if you disarm your- 
self at the same time. When 
you believe, as [ do, that de- 
struction implies only the loss of 
all happiness, is it honest in you 
to evade thé passage? 

M. Let it be then, as you 
say; but do you not know, that 
everlasting in many places does 
not mean perpetual? 

R. If you were perfectly 
correct in your statement, the 
inference which you would draw 
would not be just. What if the 
mountains, which are to be de- 
stroyed are called everlasting? 
Does it follow, that when the 
word is applied to a different 
subject, for instance, to fuéure 
punishment, it must have a lim. 
ited meaning? 

M. It proves that it may 
have that meaning. 

R. So then, when Abraham 
(Gen. xxi. 33) worshipped the 
everlasting God, he worshipped 
a being, who may have an end! 

M. Not so, for God is in 
his nature everlasting, and the 
subject determines the meaning 
here. 

R. Pray how do we know, 
that God is everlasting, but be- 
cause he is declared to be so in 
the Scripture; but because the 
word everlasting is applied to 
him? The proper meaning of that 
word is unquestionably perpet- 
ual; the Greek word, as learned 
men say, is compounded of two 
words, which signify, always 
existing. Never, therefore, is 
it to be understood in any other 
sense, except when figuratively 
used, or when the subject neces- 
sarily limits its meaning. 


M. That is my principle ex- 


actly. 
R. Beso kind as to show me 


how it will apply in the present 
case. Is there any thing in the 
nature of pain and suffering, any 
more than in the nature of hap- 
piness, which necessarily sup- 
poses an end? 

M. It is my belief, that all 
punishment is disciplinary, and 
of course must have an end. 

R. This belief is a mere 
assumption. Scripture does 
not authorize it; reason does 
not confirm it: for in this 
world, to which our observation 
is confined, much the greater 
part of the misery, which exists, 
is not disciplinary. Many groan 
through life in anguish, without 
any improvement of their char- 
avters; losses and afilictions fre- 
quently harden men in sin; and 
millions have been instantane- 
ously cut off by means of the 
wars, which have desolated the 
world. 

M. But these inequalities will 
be made up in the other world. 

R. That is the question be. 
fore us; and I am asserting that 
it cannot be proved by reason. 
We must rely solely on the 
Scripture for instruction § in 
this point, and in examining 
Scripture we must not take the 
thing for granted, respecting 
which we differ. 

M. Well then, I say, that 
everlasting destruction is to be 
understood in a figurative sense; 
the punishment will be long. 

R. Let us first determine the 
privciple, which must govern us 
in determining whether a phrase 
is to be understood in a diteral 
or in a figurative sense. Will 
you not admit that every ex- 
pression is to be understood /it- 
erally, unless there is some good 
reason for understanding it dif- 
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ferently? If you deny this, will 
you not bring the utmost confu- 
sion into language? 

M. lam content with your 
rule; and I wish to see how 
you will apply it to the words 
of our Savior, when he had ta. 
ken the bread, this zs my body? 
Why not take the words liter- 
ally? Because your reason will 
not admit the popish doctrine. 
So also my reason will not admit 
the Calvinistic doctrine of cver- 
lasting torment. 

R. You are not correct in 
assigning the cause of my con- 
struction of the Savior’s words. 
It is not because my reason can- 
not compreliend the doctrine, if 
the words be understood literal- 
ly; but because the words in 
themselves do not require that 
construction. Learned men in- 
form us, that in the dialect of 
the Hebrew, in which our Sav- 
ior spoke, as well as in other ori- 
ental languages, there is no word 
meaning the same thing with the 
English word, represent. Christ 
therefore could not say, this 
bread REPRESENTS, or denoles, 
my body, but was obliged to say, 
this bread 1s my body. Sv» Jo- 
seph, when he explained Phara. 
oh’s dream, said, éhe seven good 
kine ARE seven years, that is, 
they represent seven years. 
When, therefore, the Savior 
used the above expression, the 
disciples were allowed, by the 
very nature of the language, to 
understand the words, in the 
sense most plain, easy, intelligi- 
ble, and probable. They saw 
their Master in his proper body, 
holding a piece of bread in his 
hand, and they heard him say, 
this is my body, which is broken 


for you; could they for aninstant 


hesitate as tohis meaning? Could 
Vor. IIT. Net Series. 


they entertain a possible doubt, 
especially after they heard him 
say, ‘* this do in remembrance 
of me?”? But with respect to the 
sense of everlasting destruction, 
there is nothing uncertain in the 
words, and nothing uncertain in 
the subject. There is nothing 
in the circumstances to incline 
us to understand the word ever. 
lasting figuratively; there is no 
intimation that the destruction 
will come to an end. To admit 
your construction, is to destroy 
the analogy of the language, and 
to involve the plainest expres- 
sions in doubt. 

M. I have already told you, 
that everlasting is frequently 
used in a figurative sense, and it 
may be so used here. 

R. And have already shown 
you, that it is not to be so un- 
derstood without some good rea- 
son. The Greek word for ever- 
lasting, it is said by those who 
know, occurs seventy-one times 
in the New Testament, and only 
in five places is there the shadow 
of a reason for understanding it 
in a limited sense; and even those 
places you perhaps will not be 
able to wrest from me.* 

M. I perceive that we shall 
not agree. Can you produce 
avy other passage. 

R. Let me first ask you, 
what you understand by ever. 
lasting life? 

M. Perpetual happiness in 
heaven, which I think all will 
enjoy, and none will finally 
lose. 

R. How different: are the 
words of our Savior, Mat. xxv. 
AG, and these shall go away into 


* Romans xvi. 25, rejected by Gries- 
bach; 2Tim.i.9; Tit. i. 2; Phile. 15; 
Jude 7. 
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everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into lifeeternal. Here, 
as you know, the Greek for ev- 
erlasting and efernal is precise- 
ly the same, and by conse. 
quence the punishment will ter- 
minate no sooner than the léfe, 
and as you understood the lat- 
ter to be perpetual, both must 
beso. The same doctrine was 
revealed to the ancient prophets. 
Daniel predicts, that some will 
awake to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. In my opinion these 
two passages alone are sufficient 
to decide the question of the per- 
petuity of future punishment. 

M. I do not believe the 
wicked will suffer eterna! tor- 
went. 

R But how do you under. 
stand the passages just quoted? 

M. That must be a poor 
cause, which is not able to bring 
something specious in its sup- 
port. 

R. Very well; but you do 
not answer my question. If 
have given, I think, a just ex. 
planation of the passages you 
have quoted. 

M. If you will have my 
view of the notela, it is this, that 
everlasting is used in different 
senses, when applied to life and 
punishment. 

R. What. when used in the 
same place, and when there is a 
direct antithesis in the parts of 
the sentence? Is it possible that 
there is such ambiguity in Scrip- 
ture? Suppose you should say 
to me, * God wil! be for ever 
happy in himself, and man will 
be for ever happy in heaven,’ 
would you not accuse me of per- 
verting the unequivocal meaning 
of your words, if I should de. 
clare that you asserted the hap. 


June, 


piness of God to be everlasting, 
and that of man to be only for a 
limited time? 

M. Let me hear your other 
proofs. 

R. Mark iii. 29. He that 
shall blaspheme against the Ho- 
ly Ghost, hath never forgive- 
ness, but is in danger of (ob. 
noxious to) eternal damnation. 
The import of eternal in this 
place is established by the par- 
allel place in Mat. xii. 32, Who~ 
soever speaketh against the Ho- 
ly Ghost, it shall not be forgiv- 
en him, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come. 
What can be more clear and de- 
cisive. 

M. But is it said that any 
committed this crime? 

R. In Mark the reason is 
assigned for the above denuncia- 
tion? it was uttered because they 
said, he hath an unclean spirit. 
Does not this imply that the 
crime had been committed? 

M. Pray go on with your 
quotations. 

R. Rev. xx. 10, And the 
devil, that deceived them, was 
cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shalt 
be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. 

M. For ever and ever means 
only to the ages of ages, that is 
for a very long period. 

R. So then, when glory is 
ascribed to God for ever and 
ever,* the Most High is to be 
honored for only a very long 
period! If you examine the pla- 
ces, where the words for ever 
and ever occur in the New Tes. 
tament, you will not find one, 
in which a limited duration can 


* Gal. i. 5; Vhil, iy. 20, &e. 
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reasonably be supposed to have 

been intended. The expression 
is most evidently used to denote, 
and forcibly too, perpetual du- 
ration. 

M. Thatis your faith, but it 
is not mine. 

R. What say you to our 
Savior’s declaration of Judas, 
Mat. «xvi. 24, it had been good 
for that man, if he had not been 
born? 

M. That is only a prover- 
bial expression, which implies 
that Judas would suffer much 
misery. 

R. Ihave heard of this eva- 
sion before; but che phraseology 
in the Greek, it is said, renders 
this supposition incredible; for 
it is literally, tt had been good 
for him, if that man had not 
been born; the words closely re- 
late to the person, who had been 
spoken of; there is nothing gen- 
eral in the form of the expres. 
sion, as there would be if it was 
a proverb. 

M. I am ready.to hear you 
through. 

R. I wish you were as ready 
to receive the truths I utter. 
Christ says, John xvii. 9, I pray 
not for the world, but for them, 
which thou hast givenme. Now 
if all men are to be saved, why 
should not the Savior pray for 
all? Besides, if there is no such 
thing as everlasting punishment, 
why should Jesus Christ, who 
is the truth, speak in these words 
found in the ninth of Mark, /f 
thy hand offend thee, cut it off; 
at is better for thee to enter into 
life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the 
Jire, that never shall be quench- 
ed? 

M. The fire indeed wil! burn 
for ever, but the condemned at 





the day of judgment will not be 
in it for ever. 

R So you would suppose 
the instrument of punishment to 
be continued, after all the wick. 
ed are resiored, and there are no 
subjects of punishment in the 
universe! However, if you read 
the next verse, you will be de- 
prived of this hypothesis, for it 
is there said, THEIR worm dieth 
not. How can this be, if they 
are delivered from misery? How 
can punishment be continued, 
when it is not felt? 

M. I hope you are near the 
end of your proofs, for [ wish 
to converse on the excellency of 
the universal doctrine. 

R. Nothing is excellent buf 
truth, and Scripture is the foun. 
dation of truth. In John iii. 
36, you will find this declara. 
tion, He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting lije, and he 
that believeth not the Son shalt 
not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him. Can any 
mode of expression more strong. 
ly assert the perpetual continu. 
ance of the misery of the unbe- 
lieving? I might accumulate new 
proofs, but I will content my- 
self with one more passage, con- 
tained in the last chapter of the 
Bible. the time is at hand; 
he tnat is unjust, ict him be 
unjust still; and he which és 
filthy, let him be filthy still; and 
he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still; and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still. 

Now I ask yon, Sir, what 
doctrine of scripture is support. 
ed by stronger, plainer, and 
more unequivocal proofs, than 
that of the everlasting punish. 
ment of the wicked? 

M. L[have already observed, 
that there are difficulties in the 
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Bible, and we ought to expect 
some obscurities in revelation. 
You have cited some passages, 
which seem to favor your gloomy 
doctrine; but they do not con- 
vince me.< 

R. Undoubtedly the Bible 
may contain some mysteries, but 
a plain matter of fact, such as 
the everlasting punishment of 
the impenitent, asserted repeat- 
edly in express words you would 
not consider a mystery? 

M. Kvery thing is mysteri- 
ous which brings difficulties to 
our reason. 

R. Mystery then is no cause 
for rejecting a doctrine. You be- 
lieve you can move your hand; 
but how you do it is a mystery. 
The sun shines; but how it shines 
you do not know. The scrip- 
ture asserts everlasting punish- 
ment; there is no mystery in the 
doctrine. 

M. It is irrational, that men 
should be thrown into torment 
for ever for a few sins. 

R. Your reason may find 
difficulties, but if the scripture 
asserts the doctrine you are 
bound to believe it; and that 
the scripture does assert it, I 
have demonstrated. Besides, 
have you considered the evil of 
sin committed against a Being 
inconccivably exalted above us, 
in contempt of his express com. 
mand, and implying in it a re. 
jection of his offers of mercy. 
For a momentary transgression 
of human Jaws, you may be hur- 
ried to execution. What then 
does a life of ingratitude, and 
rebellion against your Maker 
deserve? But after all, whether 
any doctrine seems rational or 
not, if we believe the scriptures 
and the scriptures declare it, 


Junn, 


the doctrine must be admitted. 

Would you bend the scriptures 
to suit the narrow conceptions 
of man? 

M. How delightful thethought 
that all at length will be happy; 
that after a certain period the 
billows of trouble will sink in. 
to rest, and a sweet calm will be 
spread over the ocean of univer. 
sal existence? 

R. Yes, and how delightful 
are many of our dreams? How 
soothing it is to the sinner to 
hear the cry of peace, when there 
is no peace; how consoling for 
him to anticipate heaven, while 
unqualified to’dwell with the 
righteous? 

M. But God is able to qualify 
all after a period of punishment. 

R. He is able also without 
punishment; but where has he 
declared that he zwéll do it? 

M. So you believe the Al- 
mighty will suffer sin, which is 
directly opposed to him, to con. 
tinue for ever, when it is in his 
power to do it away? 

R. Why should he not suf- 
fer it to continue for ever as well 
as for near six thousand years? 
Had he not power to do it 
away long ago, and even to 
prevent its entrance into the 
world? This is a subject too 
deep for us, and we had better 
content ourselves with scripture 
facts. 

M. No; it is not too deep 
for us. It was necessary, that 
man should be a free agent, and 
as such he would sin if he chose, 
and sin could not have been pre- 
vented. 

“R. This freedom, you be- 
lieve, will be continucd to man 
in the other world. 

M. It must always belong 
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to man, for it is his glory, and 
distinguishes him from a machine. 
 R_ Well then, a most profli- 
ate sinner hears the preaching 
of the truth and despises it; he 
is the enemy of God; he loathes 
religion; he is punished in this 
world by years of pain, but he 
is still the enemy of God, and 
blasphemes his Maker. This man 
dies, and carries his hard heart 
with him. What possibility is 
there, that he should ever be- 
come holy, and be saved? 

M. God has promised it. 

R. 1 have shown you that 
he has not; but admitting, that 
the promise was made, how could 
it be fulfilled? On your system 
man is the master of his actions, 
and the determined sinner is 
above control; he would contin- 
ue in sin notwithstanding the di- 
vine promise. 

M. Suffering will bring men 


. to their’senses. 


R. It may abase the proud; 
bat it cannot bestow a mew dis. 
position, it cannot change the 
heart, it cannot make the wicked 
good, it cannot eradicate the 
spirit of selfishness. 

M. I will then give up free 
agency, and admit, that men are 
converted in the future world 
by divine power on their hearts, 

R. Pray where do you read 
of conversion in another world? 
Do you not read, that now is 
the accepted time, and now the 
day of salvation? Do you not 
read of a period, when men shall 
call upon the Lord and he will 
not hear? But supposing, that 
future conversion is possible, if 
you once admit that God renews 
the heart, you involve yourself 
in the same difficulty, which you 
consider as encumbering the doc. 
trine of everlasting punishment. 
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You must explain the reason for 
suffering sin to continue so ma. 
ny centuries, when it might have 
been prevented, and you must 
reconcile its existence with the 
divine perfections. If you will 
do this, 1 will prove,by reason 
the perpetuity of future punish. 
ment. 

M. It is my faith, that there 
is no more evil in the world 
than is necessary for the highest 
good of every man. 

R. It is my faith, that there 
is no more evil, than is necessary 
for the good of the whole; of 
the system; of the universe. As 
to your doctrine, it is liable to 
the most unanswerable objec. 
tions. We see men of appar. 
ently the same powers, and of 
similar tempers, &c. placed in 
unequal circumstances; some 
overwhelmed with calamity, and 
others gladdened with constant 
success; some descending rapidly 
into vice and infamy, and others 
advancing in virtue? Is the indi- 
vidual good of afi in this way 
most effectually promoted? 

M. According to your sys- 
tem one man is made to suffer 
for the rest. 

R. You have admitted here- 
tofore, that it would not be un. 
just in God to suffer men to 
perish, for otherwise he could 
not be merciful. If he is in jus- 
tice bound to save men, there is 
no opportunity for the exercise 
of mercy in their salvation. If 
then he would not be unjust in 
suffering the wicked to perish, 
his character is not impeached, 
if some of the sinful are contin- 
ued in punishment for ever, es- 
pecially if this preserves order 
in the divine kingdom, or pro- 
motes the good of the whole. 

M. Well, I am sorry you 
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believe the melancholy doctrines 
of Calvin. 

R. I believe, reverend Sir, 
the true doctrine of the holy 
scripture. As for your doctrine, 
founded om your own imperfect 
reason, I think it most danger- 
ous to the souls of men. It in- 
duces a fatal security. It des. 
troys those salutary restraints 
which preserve the peace of so- 
ciety. It opens the flood-gates 
of iniquity. ‘* Let us eat and 
drink, let us defraud and deccive, 
let us by every nreans accomplish 
our purpose, for to-morrow we 
shall go to heaven,”’ is the nat. 
ura! language which it inspires. 
The qualifications for eternal 
life are overlooked. ‘* Happi- 
ness is certain; punishment if there 
is any, is disciplinary; let us then 
live as we list; let us with our 
songs of peace and good, drown 
the terrible voice of threatening, 
uttered in the holy scripture; let 
us not keep our eyes from any 
good thing.’”’ Such is the use, 
which most men will make of 
the doctrine. Pardon me, Sir, 
while I say, that I consider the 
preachers of this doctrine, and 
those who do not preach against 
it, as loosening the bonds of so- 
ciety; as scattering the seeds of 
every vice; as being blind them. 
selves, and leading the blind inte 
the ditch; and as being, if we 
may judge from the effect of 
their labors, without speaking 
of their motives, the destroyers 
ef immortal souls. 





For the Panopiist. 


SoME years since I began a 
series of Lectures on the Evi- 
‘dences of Divine Revelation, 


The Necessity of Divine Revalation. 


JUNE; 


with an intention to form an 
Epitome of what had been pub. 
lished on that subject, so far as it 
had come to my knowledge. I 
proposed, also, to interweave in 
the progress of the work a num. 
ber of observations, which [ had 
not seen made by others. Afier 
I had proceeded a little way in 
the execution of this design, it 
was given up. Unless I am 
mistaken, a considerable variety 
of matter would he agreeable to 
the readers of the Panoplist. It 
may, perhaps, be now and then 
convenient, to fill upa gap in 
that publication, with one of 
these Lectures. If, however, 
they should not be thought suit. 
ed to the design of the work; 
and should not be published, I 
shall be satisfied. C. 


LECTURES ON THE EVIDENCES 
OF DIVINE REVELATION. 


No. I. 


One of the points, to be set. 
tled in al] investigations of this 
subject, is that a Revelation és 
necessary. He, who believes it 
is not necessary, will scarcely be 
persuaded, that God has given 
it. It will be difficult for a 
thinking man to believe, that a 
Being of Infinite Wisdom has 
done any thing in vain. Siill 
less will it be admitted, that he 
has performed a work of this 
magnitude, without sufficient 
reason. On the Necessity of 
Revelation, therefore, it will be 
the design of this Lecture to 
mention a few considerations. 
According to the scheme of 
those, who deny the existence of 
a Revelation, man was created 
with exactly the same powers, of 
which we find him possessed at 
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the present time. I say, accord- 
ing to their scheme, because 
they are evidently not warrant- 
ed to form any other supposition. 
Their fundamental, doctrine is, 
that the world has been univer- 
sally conducted in conformity to 
the existing laws of nature, or 
that system of Providence, which 
we see every where pursued. 
‘6 All things,’ they declare, 
‘6 continue as they were from 
the beginning of the Creation.”’ 
The contrary supposition would, 
therefore, be hostile to their 
principal doctrine. It would, 
also, be a mere assumption un- 
supported by experience, or 
even by any probable argu- 
ment. 

But Infidels have a fair claim 
to the supposition, that man 
was created in a state of matu- 
rity; since no reason can be al. 
leged, why he should be created 
in an infantine, rather than in a 
mature state. His powers may, 
therefore, be fairly supposed to 
be such, as we find in the per- 
fect state of manhood. Of 
knowledge, however, and that 
of every kind, (unless we sup- 
pose it miraculously communi- 
cated to him, ) he was absolutely 
destitute. But this supposition 
Infidels are not permitted to 
make: since the admission of 
one miracle, on one occasion, 
infers the existence of other mira- 
cles on other occasions equally 
important. Man, therefore, be- 
gan after his creation to receive 
his first ideas through the medi- 
um of his senses; or in other 
words from experience. From 
an infant he differed in nothing but 
the maturity of his powers. From 
the same external objects he 
would receive the same impres- 
sions; but must be supposed to 


receive them in a more perfect 
manner. These ideas, also, he 
would sooner begin to compare; 
to form them into propositions; 
to mould these propositions into 
reasonings ; and to conduct them 
to conclusions. He would also 
compare, reason, and conclude, 
to an extent, and with an accu. 
racy, superior to what would 
attend the efforts of an infant; 
would think with fewer errors; 
and act with less exposure, 

If we suppose man created in 
a recumbent position; a position 
which seems necessary to his 
safety; the first thing, which 
would be necessary for the pre- 
servation of his life, would be 
to walk; that he might obtain 
food to satisfy his hunger. At 
first thought, it may seem an 
easy task for a man of mature 
strength to perform this action. 
A little reflection, however, will 
convince us, that the opinion is 
erroneous. Infants would be 
able to walk some weeks earlier 
than they actually walk, (for 
they evidently have sufficient 
strength) if they were possessed 
of the art of balancing them. 
selves. All of them spend a con- 
siderable time in learning this 
art; and notwithstanding the 
attention and care of parentat 
guardianship, and notwithstand- 
ing the continual instraction 
which they receive, usually hurt 
themselves so much, and so of. 
ten, by falling, as not to be in- 
clined, without much solicita- 
tion, to make new efforts. 
Without this solicitation it 
is questionable whether these 
efforts would ever be made a- 
gain, until after the injuries, 
which they had received, were 
forgotten. 

The man, whose situation we 
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are investigating, would be as 
absolutely unskilled in the art of 
balancing himself, as an infant; 
and would be destitute of all su- 
perintendence, instruction, and 
solicitation. Should he attempt 
to walk, when this effort be- 
came necessary; he would fall, of 
course; and would probably be 
sufficiently wounded to find lit- 
tle inclination for the speedy re- 
petition of so unsuccessful an 
effort. 

It nay with propriety be ob- 
served here, that he would be 
unhappily prepared, ever to 
make the attempt, by his per- 
fect ignorance of distance. In- 
fants, plainly, have not, for 
some time, any idea of distance: 
for they will endeavor to reach 
a candle, on the opposite side of 
a room, as readily, as one, held 
within twelve inches; and will 
discover by the modes, in which 
they make use of their hands, 
that they have no distinct con. 
ceptions of the distance between 
them, and the object which they 
attempt to grasp. The man, 
just created, would necessarily 
have the same ideas. A person, 
blind from his birth, is said, af- 
ter the film which obstructed his 
sight was removed, to have 
supposed, that the objects, 
whith he saw, were in his 
eyes; and not at a distance from 
them. Norcould he, for some 
time, be undeccived; notwith. 
standing all, which he had heard 
of the nature of sight, and of the 
nature of distance. Such would 
be the situation, and such must 
be the conceptions, of the newly 
created man. He would not at- 
tempt to move, therefore, because 
of distance, and of motion, in the 
proper sense, he wouid have no 
apprehension. 


Some time, also, would be 
necessary to teach him, even in 
the least degree, the use of. his 
hands, and feet. An infant 
certainly knows not, for a con- 
siderable period, the use of ei- 
ther, Few persons, I suspect, 
are sufficiently attentive to the 
early actions of infants to re- 
alize how little they know 
with respect to this subject. 
But the man, in question, would 
know very little more. From 
the slow instructions of experi- 
ence, only, do we learn any 
thing, wh.ch relates to the con. 
duci of our bodies, or our minds, 
A privrz, we Know nothing, 

J have mentioned hunger as 
the cause, which would first 
prompt the man to move. 
Should pain, or weariness, be al. 
leged as prior causes of this na- 
ture, the allegation may without 
any dithculty be admitted; since 
the admission would make no 
diflerence in the result. Relief 
from the pain, produced by long 
continuance im one posture, 
would be acquired by barely 
changing that posture; and, 
when this was done, no further 
efiort would be made, for the 
time. 

Should we suppose all these 
difficulties, insuperable as they 
seem, at length surmounted; 
they would be followed by oth- 
ers, which appear’ equally seri- 
ous. The man, we may imag. 
ine, has begun to walk in search 
of something, which would re- 
move the pain of hunger, and if 
you please, of thirst also. Low 
snall he know, early enough to 
preserve him from perishing, that 
the pain of hunger and thirst can 
be removed? Experience he has 
had none. Arguments a priori 
he cannot have begun to form. 
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It seems impossible, therefore, 
that a thought of this nature 
should enter his mind. It may, 
perhaps, be suggested, that In- 
stinct would supply him with 
this knowledge. Instinct is a 
tendency, inwrought in our na- 
ture by God, directing the sub- 
ject of it immediately, without 
comparing, reasoning, or Con. 
cluding, to the end jor which it 
és given. This end it accom- 
plishes directly, perfectly, and 
alway; and in the same being 
always in the same manner, 
without any variation. Thus, 
_ if I may be allowed the expres- 


"> sion, the infant calf, Jamb, and 


bird, directly and perfectly ap- 
ply to the objects, necessary to 
sustain their life; each in its 
own way, and in no other; and 
each pursuing that way so long 
as it is necessary, and not a mo. 
ment longer. ‘The parent bird 
does exactly the same things, to 
raise her young; and no others. 
bird does these things 
3 perfectly; and does them alway. 
> But no animal was ever known 
> to improve an instinct, or to 
change it, materially, in any 
respect. Complete at first, it 
> continues exactly what it orig. 
© inally was; and is evidently the 
influence, and direction, of the 
Creator; totally superior to 
reason so far as the end in view 
is concerned; but reaching noth. 
_ ing, and aiming at nothing, be- 
yond. 

The instincts of animals are 
many, and important; because 
their reason, if | may allow them 
to have reason, is insufficient to 
direct or sustain them. In man, 
instincts are few, and feeble; 
because in the infantine state he 
is directed and sustained. by the 
reason of his Parents, and in the 
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subsequent periods of life by his 
own. Instincts appear to be 
given, merely to.supply the de- 
ficiencies of reason. 

It will be remembered, that no 
instincts are here to be supposed, 
beside those, which the human 
race now possess, 

What would be the tendency 
and effects, then, of these in- 
stincts in the mewly created 
man? It will be said, that they 
would prompt him to put some- 
thing into his mouth; and to 
eat and swallow that something, 
in order to relieve hunger and 
thirst. This, however, is said, 
without proof. That infants 
derive nourishment in this man. 
ner from food, put into their 
mouths by the contrivance of a- 
nother, will in vain be alleged 
as an argument in favor of this 
opinion. The instinct of the 
infant prompts him, unquestion- 
ably to suck every thing which 
is put into his mouth, and every 
thing indiscriminately; but can 
enable him, in no degree, to de- 
sign by this condact the allevia. 
tion of his own hunger; much 
less to contrive the means, by 
which his hunger may be thus 
alleviated. Were he not pro- 
vided with this instinctive pro- 
pensity; he would perish, what- 
ever others might do to preserve 
his life. Were others not to 
provide, and apply, to him the 
means, by which he is thus pre. 
served; he would perish, not- 
withstanding this propensity; 
as well, because he could not 
contrive, as because he could 
not administer, them. Te con- 
trive and apply them is the re- 
sult of knowledge and experi- 
ence; of knowledge of the end, 
which is to be accomplished, viz. 
the relief of hunger, and the 


> 
»? 








ee — ee 


13 The Necessity of Divine Revelation. JUNE, 


means by which it is to be re. 
lieved; of experience, by which 
this knowledge is furnished. 

It may, therefore, be ration- 
ally doubted whether man, thus 
circumstanced, would ever think 
of eating or drinking, in or- 
der to relieve his hunger or 
thirst. 

But let us suppose this diffi- 
culty also overcome; and the de- 
sign of eating and drinking ac- 
tually commenced. What would 
induce the man to select one ob- 
ject for food, rather than anoth- 
er? It is evident that he could 
possess no knowledge of the qual- 


ities, which fit certain substances . 


to become our food, nor of those 
which render others unfit. Of 
this Knowledge experience is 
plainly the only source. 

I can think of but two kinds 
of inducements which woald 
prompt him to any such selec- 
tion in this case: viz. the ap- 
pearances which certain objects 
would make to his senses, and 
example. 

By the example of beasts and 
birds, the only living beings 
within his knowledge, he could 
not, L think, be Jed to the use of 
any means, which would sustain 
his life. From grass, seeds, and 
grains, such sustenance plainly 
conld not be derived. The two 
former would only disgust his 
palate, and fail of satisfying his 
hueger. Geains unprepared, 
and undressed, instead.cf pre- 
serving, would destroy, him. 
{ven wheat undressed, and suf. 
fered to ferment in the stomach, 
will ordinarily prove fatal both 
to man and beast. Fruits he 
night be imduced to eat, both 
by the example of animals, and 
by the beauty and fragrance, 
with which many of them are 


invested. But I know of no 
fruits, which, eaten in their na- 
tive state, will sustain life for 
any length of time, except one 
or two, found only in regions, 
where the first men, certainly, 
were not created. 

It will not be supposed, that 
the newly-created man, would be 
prompted to eat flesh, in imita- 
tion of carnivorous animals, 
The terror, instinctive in the hu- 
man mind, would drive him, if 
he knew how to escape, froma 
scene of suffering and slaughter, 
rendered doubly horrible by the 
roar of fury, and the cries of 
agony and death. 

We may, however, although 
without any warrant, suppose 
all these obstacles vanquished. 
Difficulties still remain, which 
appear insurmountable. © 

The first men, so far as histo. 
ry, or tradition, or our reason, 
judging from all the existing 
sources of argument, conduct 
our researches concerning this 
subject, lived in the country of 
Iran, or Persia Proper, or in 
some or other of the Persian 
Provinces bordering upon fran. 
Of cuurse the first men, or the 
first man, must reasonably be 
supposed, according to the 
scheme of Infidels, to have been 
created here. But in what part 
soever of this country man was 
created, he must, at a little dis- 
tance of time from his creation, 
have had the evils of winter to 
encounter. As winter could not 
be foreseen by him, he could not 
possibly make provisiun against 
these evils. Ner,if it had been 
foreseen, could he possibly know 
in what manner such provision 
might be made. 

The first severe frost would,- 
of course, destroy all vegetable 
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substances; which we here sup- 
pose to have begun to furnish 
him with subsistence. From 
this time a considerable period 
would intervene; at least one 
fourth of a year; before he 
could find any new means of sus- 
taining life. How he would be 
able to subsist through this pe- 
riod does not appear. 

In the mean time, he would, of 
necessily, be totally destitute of 
clothing. A naked man, ex- 
posed without any preparation, 
or previous custom, to the heat 
of the summer sun in the coun. 
try of Iran, or even in a climate 
many degrees farther north, 
would perishof course. Equal. 
ly liable would such a man beto 
perish by the frost of the suc- 
ceeding winter. Should wesup- 
pose litm, against all probability, 
to find shelter in a cave; (I say, 
against all probability, because 
to seek such a lodging requires 
knowledge, which he could not 
possess;) he would still be desti- 
tute of food, and of all means of 
procuring it. If he should live 
until this time, therefore; he 
must perish in this manner at the 
close of the first mild season af- 
ter his creation. 

Thus, according to the suppo- 
sition, on which is founded the 
scheme of Infidels with regard to 
this interesting subject; viz. that 
since the creation all things have 
gone on as we see them at the 
present time; or that the same, 
and only the same, laws of na- 
ture have, always, and uniform. 
ly, operated; or that the same 
causes and effects, which now 
exist, have always existed; man 
would have certainly perished 


within a little distance of time 
from his creation. 

If any new or peculiar powers 
be supposed to have been given 
to man at the creation, differing 
from those, which we now findin 
men; those powers must have 
been without the present laws of 
nature, and of the kind denom- 
inated miraculous. On this sup- 
position the favorite doctrine of 
Infidels is given up. On this 
supposition, since the existence 
of miracles is admitted, and the 
existence of all miracles, which 
any proper occasion might re- 
quire; Revelation must certainly 
be more easily admitted, than 
any other. Revelation is here 
the miracle peculiarly demand- 
ed; the miracle peculiarly suited 
to the circumstances of the man; 
the miracle, which would com- 
pletely supply all his wants, and 
prevent all his sufferings. All 
that a man, created with mature 
faculties, needed, additionally to 
the blessings provided for him 
at his creation, was knowledge; 
the knowledge, unecessary todirect 
him in the use and application 
of his faculties, and to acquaint 
him with the nature of the seve- 
ral objects, which were to sus- 
tain his life, and administer to 
his enjoyment. Revelation was 
the only means of supplying this 
knowledge, and therefore must, 
so far as we are able to discern, 
be the blessing first communi. 
cated to him. The fitness of 
Revelation to relieve all the ne- 
cessities of the newly-created 
man every person must perceive, 
who reads the history of the cre- 
ation, given us by Moses. 

To be Continged.) 
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Review of a Sermon preached 
Jan. 10, 1810, at the Dedi- 
cation of the Church in Park- 
street, Boston. By Edward D. 
Griffin, D.D. stated preacher 
in said Church, and Bartlet 
Professor of Pulpit Eloquence 
in the Divinity College in An- 
dover. Anthology, Vol. VIII. 
No. 2. p. 128—136. 


In our remarks on this Review 
we shall pass in silence the more 
minute concerns of taste and 
criticism, and attend to those 
things, which we deem most in- 
teresting to the kingdom of God. 
In expressing our sentiments of 
thuse, who mean to employ the 
advantages of a Review for wag- 
ing war against the doctrines of 
grace, we shall study no great 
reserve. Fidelity and usefulness 
to the cause of Christ is our ob- 
ject. This cause, we well know, 
cannot be promoted by enlisting 
the unsanctified passions of hu- 
man nature in the defence of the 
truth. The spirit most impor- 
tant and necessary for the advo- 
cates of the truth, is the spirit of 
the dove, that descended on the 
head of Jesus at his baptism, and 
qualified him in the highest sense 
** to bear witness to the truth.” 
Under the influence of this spir- 
it, the followers of Christ would 
not, in common cases, wish to 
take up the weapons of contro- 
versy. But the example of 
Christ and his apostles author. 
izes and requires. us to bear pub- 
lic testimony against prevailing 


error and vice. For the safety 
of the cause, which we have un. 
dertaken to defend, we feel no 
apprehension. ‘Though it has 
appeared to its boasting assail- 
ants* to be a ** frail and crum. 
bling fabric;”’ it is, in our view, 
a building of God, immovable 
and everlasting. 

The ‘Society of Gentlemen,”’ 
who conduct the Anthology, 
have from the beginning seized 
every opportunity to show their 
enmity against the religion usu. 
ally called orthodox. Every 
book, which contains tue doc- 
trines of the reformation, with 
whatever ability and candor it 
may be written, is sure to excite 
theirdisgust andabhorrence. Al. 
though they profess high respect 
for the religion of our forefathers; 
yet every thing which constitutes 
the distinguishing glory of that 
religion, they endeavor to de- 
form by misrepresentations, or 
to overwhelm with reproaches, 
And not content with what they 
are able to effect by their own 
attacks, they endeavor, with 
high professions of charity, to 
set the orthodox against one an- 
other; to excite jealousy andsow 
discord among Christians, who, 
embracing the same great doc- 
trines of revelation, are disposed 
to lay aside their inconsiderable 
differences, and to unite and co- 
operate as brethren. 

It would facilitate our work, 
as reviewers, and assist the de- 


* See Review of Dr. Lyman’s Ser- 
mon, Anthology for Sept, 1806. 





a a) ne i “ en 


1810. | Review of Reviews. 9} 


cision of the community, if these 
gentlemen would cease to hide 
any part of their object, and 
would honestly declare, what 
religious opinions they embrace, 
as well as what they oppose. 
But for the present we must be 
content to examine the manner, 
in which they treat the senti- 
ments of others. 

We shall first attend to their 
remarks on that part of Dr. 
Griflfin’s sermon, which relates 
to the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Here we shall lay down the prin- 
ciple, by which we regulate all 
our reasoning on this subject, 
and which cannot be disregard. 
ed, without setting aside the au- 
thority of the Bible, and going 
back to Deism. The principle 
is this: As God, who perfectly 
knows himself, has, by a special 
revelation, given us instruction 
concerning his existence and per- 
jfections; all that remains for us 
ts, by ussiduous, candid, and de- 
vout -study of the Scriptures, to 
ascertain what that instruction 
is. Accordingly the question, 
as to the doctrine before us, is 
not, whether any objections can 
be urged against it; nor whether 
any difficulties attend it; nor 
whether the genius of man could 
ever have discovered it; nor 
whether by our own reason we 
can see why there should be 
three persons in the Godhead 
rather than four or five; but 
whether the doctrine is contain. 
ed in the Scriptures. It is ob- 
viously as proper, that our rea- 
son should submit to the doc- 
trines of God’s word, as that 
our passions and pursuits should 
submit to the authority of his 
law. 

The doctrine of the Trinity is 
a doctrine, which these Review- 


ers think themselves at liberty 
not only to investigate with ir- 
reverent boldness, but to bear 
down with ridicule and con- 
tempt. The statement of this 
doctrine, made by the author of 
the sermon, appears to have 
been the principal thing, which 
roused their exertions, That 
part of the statement, which it 
is necessary to repeat, is what 
follows. 

‘¢ That body, [the body of 
Christ, | belongs to one, in wHom 
the human nature is raised to a 
personal union with the divine.”’ 
p. 8. ‘The author inserts an 
explanatory note. ‘* By this is 
meant, (1,) that the union is so 
intimate, that, with the same 
lips and in the same sentence, 
Ile can apply to both natures 
the same personal pronoun,”’ 
&e. 

‘¢ This infinite favor, [God’s 
dwelling with his people, | comes 
to men through the intervention 
of the Son of God, the anointed 
Mediator, the Christ: not the 
second person in the Trinity as 
such, and by no means the man 
of Nazareth as such; but an a. 
gent, who, appointed by the Fa. 
ther, and subject to his will, 
holds the middle place between 
God and man, and unites both 
natures in one office.”? p. 10. 
Again. ‘* He never conducted 
the affairs of fallen man, as the 
second person in the Trinity, but 
only as the Christ.” 

In quoting the above.mention- 
ed note, these gentlemen inter- 
sperse remarks of their own, one 
of which deserves particular no- 
tice. ‘* By this, says the au- 
thor, is meant, that the union is 
so intimate, that with the same 
lips, and in the same sentence, 
He can apply to both natures 
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the same personal pronoun.” 
The Reviewers catch at this, and 
ask, ‘* who ever heard of a per- 


sonal pronoun’s being applied to_ 
. » 
a nature, or to any thing but a 


person2”’ To the principle here 
suggested we accede. Agreca- 
biy to this principle, the fre. 
quent application in scripture of 
the persenal pronoun, as well as 
of personal properties and ac- 
tions, to the Logos, to the Son, 
the Christ, Immanuel, &c. af- 
ford satisfactory evidence, that 
by these names the Scripture in- 
tends to point out areal person. 
In like manner, the application 
of the personal proaoun to the 
Holy Ghost convinces us, that 
the Holy Ghost is a real person; 
for ** who ever heard of a per- 
sonal pronoun’s being applied to 
any thing but a person?” And 
when we find this person repre- 
sented as given, sent, &c. by the 
Father and the Son, we are con- 
strained to adopt the conclu. 
sion, that the Holy Ghost, as a 
person, is distinct from the Fa- 
ther, and the Son. We have 
then, upon the solid principle of 
these Reviewers, three distinct 
persous, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

The next question is, what these 
personsare. There is no way to 
determine this, but by recurring 
to the Scriptures; which will un- 
doubtedly give us all necessary 
information. We must confide 
as implicitly in the Bible for in- 
formation respecting the charac. 
ter of the Father, the Son, and 
the Spirit, as respecting their 
personality. Respecting the 
character of the Father, there is 
no question. He is admitted to 
be the trueGod. But if the Bi- 
ble ascribes to the Son and the 
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Spiric titles, attributes, and 
works as properly divine, as 
those which are ascribed to the 
Father; we must conclude that 
these two persons are as proper. 
ly divine, or to be still more ex. 
plicit, that the Son is as proper. 
ly God, and the Holy Spirit as 
properly God, as the Father. 

In these remarks it would be 
improper, and, after all that is 
written on the subject, totally 
unnecessary, to bring forward 
the various proofs from Scrip- 
ture in support of the doctrine 
of the Trinity. It is sufficient 
for the present purpose, briefly 
to state, upon the foundation, 
which these gentlemen have laid 
for us, the general nature of the 
argument, by which the doctrine 
is established. 

Of this incomprehensible sub. | 
ject, no explanation will be at. 7 
tempted. The positions, which © 
we think perfectly scriptural,and 
capable of being defended, are 
these; viz. The Fatheris God; | 
the Son is God; the Holy Spirit © 
is God. These three do not 


constitute three Gods, but exist / 


in onE Divine Essence. In © 
the mode of the Divine Exist- 


ence there is a foundation for — 


applying the personal pronoun 4 
distinctly to each of the Three; |~ 
which Three, on this very 


count, according to the Re- 


| viewers, must be considered,and 7 


may properly be denominated, 
Three Persons. 

If they rise up and say, they 
cannot see the consistency of | 
this doctrine; that it appears to 
them absurd and foolish; we an. 
swer; not only this doctrine, but 
other parts of the Gospel were 
long ago stumblingblocks to the 
Jews, and foolishness to the 
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Grecks. The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the 
Spirit. 

If they seriously urge the dif- 
ficulties, which attend this mys- 
tery; we can as well urge the 
difficulties which attend the de- 
nial of it, and the adoption of 
any other hypothesis. Admit- 
ting theScriptures to be divinely 
inspired, we are confident it 
may be clearly shown, that at 
least as many difficulties and as 
much appearance of absurdity 
embarrass any system, as the 
orthodox. 

Near the beginning of their 
Review these gentlemen pre- 
tend to exhibit the substance of 
the author’s sentiments on this 
subject. They say his answer 
to the three questions, stated in 
the plan of the discourse, a- 
mounts to this; ** That a person 
or agent, who is neither the first, 
second, nor third person in the 
Trinity, but a person com. 
pounded of the whole Godhead 
and a human nature, dwells now 
in heaven,” &c. By this ac- 
count of the author’s sentiments 
they put themselves in a position 
very advantageous to their pur- 
pose. But do they take the po- 
sition honestly? Is the account 
they give of the author’s senti- 
ments just and faithful? Is it 
his statement, as these Review- 
ers represent, that the Redeemer 
‘¢ is neither the first, second, nor 
third person in the Trinity?” 
Certain we are, there is nothing 
in the sermon under review to 
justify such a representation. 
The preacher had said, the Me. 
diator ‘* never conducted the 
affairs of fallen man, as the sec- 
ond person in the Trinity;’’ and 
had just before represented the 
Mediator to be ‘* mot the sec. 
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ond person in the Trinity as 
such.”? But is this saying, ‘* he 
is neither the first, second, nor 
third person inthe Trinity?” It 
is hard to conjecture, why these 
gentlemen omitted the significant 
words °* as such,’ repeated by 
the author in the same sentence, 
and marked as emphatical, un. 
less because they judged the o- 
mission important to their ob- 
ject. Will they upon reflection 
maintain, that they have fairly 
and correctly exhibited the au- 
thor’s views? Ifa historian as. 
sert that the oldest son of a king 
and lawful heir to the crown, in 
transacting certain business at a 
foreign court, did not act as 
king, nor as the king’s son, but 
as the appointed agent or am. 
bassador of the king; could we 
charge the historian with assert- 
ing, that the business was not 
transacted by the king’s son? 
Do we not frequently say, that 
a clergyman or a judge, in per- 
forming a certain business, did 
not act as a clergyman, or as u 
judge, but as a private citizen? 
But is this the same as saying, 
the thing was not done by the 
clergyman, or the judge? The 
public will perceive that the sen- 
timent, which the Reviewers 
here attribute to the author, is 
not only different from the senti- 
ment of the author, but directly 
repugnant to it. 

Little need be said to vindicate 
the propriety of the particular 
passage in the Sermon now be- 
fore us. If ‘* the second per- 
son in the Trinity’? mean, as in 
the sermon it obviously does, 
the Son of God considered mere- 
ly in his original dignity and 
glory; then the phrase, ** not 
the second person in the Trinity 
as such,’ is tantamount to say- 
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ing, not the Son of God consid- 
ered merely in his origénal dig- 
nity and glory. ‘The correct. 
ness of such a_ representation 
might be easily, and we should 
think satisfactorily supported by 
that class of texts, which, in va- 
rious aud very intelligible forms 
of language, teach us, that the 
Son of God, in order that he 
might sustain the office of Medi- 
ator, humbled himself, and be- 
came a man, a servant, Kc. ; 
that is, assumed a_ character, 
which did not originally belong 
to him; and it is too manifest to 
need proof, that it was in ‘his 
assumed character, that he re- 
ceived the name, and performed 
the work of Mediator. 

But this is not the only place, 
where these gentlemen give a 
representation of Dr, G’s senti- 
ments wholly unauthorized by 
any thingin his sermon. In p. 
130, they try to make it appear, 
that he differs from the West- 
minster Confession, which he 
had professed to receive as the 
symbol of his faith. ‘he part 
of the Confession, which they 
cite, declares, ‘* The Son of 
God, the second person in the 
Trinily, being very and eternal 
God, did, when the fulness 
of time was come, take upon 
him man’s nature, so. that 
two whole, perfect, and distinct 
natures, the Godhead and the 
manhood, were inseparably to- 
gether in One person; which 
person is very God and very 
man, yet one Christ.” 

Immediately upon this the Re. 
viewers thus proceed. 

°*On the other hand, the Pro- 
fessor says that this Son of God 
or Mediator is not the second 
person in the Trinity as such;”’ 
‘“*nor did he ever conduct the 
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affairs of fallen man, as the sec. 
ond person in the Trinity, but 
only as the Christ.” 

But why do they say, ** on 
the other hand,”’ suggesting by 
this phrase and what follows, 
that the preacher’s representation 
is contrary to the Westminster 
Confession? In what, we ask, 
does the contrariety appear? 
There is, in our view, the most 
perfect agreement. Dr. G. main. 
tains that the Christ is ** not the 
second person in the Trinity as 
such.’? ‘The Confession repre. 
sents the Christ, as being not 
merely ‘** the second person in 
the ‘Trinity, who was very and 
eternal od,”? but the same sec. 
ond person incarnate, the God- 
head and humanity united. Ac. 
cording to the Confession, it is 
not ‘* very God,” bat ** very 
God and very man,” that con- 
stitutes the Christ. Although 
the second person in the Trinity 
became the Mediator; yet, a- 
greeably both to the Confession 
and the preacher, the Mediator 
did not discharge his office 
merely ‘* as the second person 
in the Trinity; inasmuch as he 
took upon him man’s nature, in 
order to become a Mediator. In 
other words: he did not perform 
the work of redemption in his 
original character, as the second 
person in the Trinity, who was 
very and eternal God; but in his 
assumed character, of which the 
human nature, as well as the di- 
vine, is an essential part. 

That the Christ, according to 
the orthodox faith, has two dis. 
tinct natures, is obviously and 
necessarily implied in the repeat- 
ed declarations of scripture on 
the subject. The characters, 
which the Bible represents as 
belonging to him, are so cx- 
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ceedingly different from each 
other, that they cannot belong 
to any being possessed of only 
one simple nature. It surely 
could not be said of Christ with 
reference to one and the same 
nature, that he is the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, and was set up from 
everlasting; and yet that he was 
born in Judea;—that by him all 
things were made, both visible 
and invisible; and yet that he 
was made of a woman;—that he 
wasin the beginning with God, 
and was God, the same yester- 


day, to-day, and for ever; and 


yet that he was the seed of David, 
that he began to exist in the 
reign of Herod the great, and 
increased in wisdom, as other 
childrendo. ‘These two charac. 
ters stand at the greatest cun- 


ceivable distance from each oth. 


er. One is attributable to Je- 
hovah; the other to a man. Still 


_ they both belong to the Christ. 


What then would naturally be 
our conclusion, but this; that 
they must belong to him with 
respect to two different natures 
personally united. ‘This con- 
clusion wonld be obvious and 
consistent, had we no other in. 
formation, than such as- has 
been just intimated. But the 
Bible does not leave us to the 
uncertainty of mere rational de. 
duction, but expressly teaches 
the union of two natures in 
Christ. The Word, who was 
God, and by whom all things 
were made, became flesh. He 
who was in the form of God,— 
took upon him the form of a 
servant. ‘These with many oth- 
er passages inform us, that the 
Son of God assumed the human 
nature into connexion with his 
original divine nature, thus con- 
Vor. IID. Nez Series. 


stituting the person of the Me. 
diator. 

To these Reviewers all this, 
we are sensille, is nothing but 
** technical babble.”?’ But what 
have they offered, which proves 
it to be so? How have they 
made it even appear so, except 
by representations, which to say 
the least, are uncandid in the 
extreme, and do great injustice 
to the sentiments of the ortho- 
dox. 

‘¢ Technical babble!’ It is 
no new reflection. We know 
of whom it was said by a society 
of gentlemen called philosophers, 
at Athens; ‘* what will this 
babbler say?”? and by others in 
the same refined city; ** he 
seemeth to be a setter forth of 
strange gods.’”? We well know 
too that the doctrine of the 
Trinity is not the only doctrine 
which these gentlemen stigma. 
tize in this manner. The doc- 
trines of man’s moral depravity 
and ruin, the vicarious sufferings 
and perfect atonement of Christ, 
justification by faith alone with- 
out any regard to personal mer- 
it, regeneration and sanctification 
by the special agency of the 
Spirit, the final perseverance of 
the saints, and the endless pun- 
ishment of impenitent sinners, 
with other kindred doctrines of 
revelation, would probably be 
considered by them in no better 
light. Nor have we much rea- 
son to doubt that, if the Apos- 
tle Paul and the Son of God him- 
self should appear in this age of 
boasted light, and preach and 
live, as they did eighteen centu- 
ries ago, they would be called 
enthusiasts and bigots, and their 
doctrines ‘* technical babbie.”’ 

In p. 130, theseReviewers re- 
present it as following ‘* of 
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course’? from the statement of 
Dr. G. that **Christ is a fourth 
person, differing from each of 
the other three.” But» from 
what does it follow? Probably 
the Reviewers referred to the 
expression in the sermon, already 
remarked upon, that the Media- 
tor is ‘*not the second person in 
the Trinity as such, and that he 
never conducted the affairs of 
fallen man, as the second person 
in the Trinity, but only as the 
Christ.’ But, because the Me. 
diator does not conduct the af- 
fairs of fallen man, as the second 
person in the Trinity; will it fol- 
low ‘‘of course,” that it is an- 
other person, who does it? If 
we should say that George Wash- 
ington formed an alliance witha 
foreign power, not ay the son of 
Augustine Washington, but as 
President of the United States; 
would it follow ‘* of course,”’ 
that the President of the United 
States was another and a differ- 
ent person from the son of Au- 
zustine Washington? Or would 
it follow merely, that the busi- 
ness of forming an alliance with 
a foreign power pertained to the 
office of President? In like man. 
ner, when Dr. G. asserts, that 
the Mediator ‘* never conducted 
the affairs of fallen man, as the 
second person in the Trinity, 
but only as the Christ; he does 
not point out a new person, but 
a particular office, the name 
Christ being well understood by 
all to be a title of office. Nor 
does it follow, that the Christ is 
another and a fourth person, be- 
causche **is an agent uniting 
two natures in one office,’’ un- 
fess it can be proved absolutely 
impossible for a being possessing 
+ divine nature to unite himself 
sith human nature without con. 


Reviews. Junx, 
stituting a new péon.* The 
Reviewers mast prove this im. 
possibility, in order. to justify 
their inference; viz. that, where. 
as Dr. G. represents the Media- 
tor to be ‘‘not the second person 
in the Trinity as such,” and to 
act **not as the second person 
in the Trinity, but only as the 
Christ,’ ‘‘an agent uniting two 
natures in one oflice;’’? therefore 
he makes him, ** not the second 
person in the Trinity,’’? but ‘*a 
fourth person.” If these gentle. 
men will undertake to prove the 
impossibility abovementioned, we 
shall look for argument instead 
of sneers; fair reasoning instead 
of false coloring. We shall ex. 
pect to see it clearly proved, up- 
on definite and solid principles, 
to be an impossibility, that the 
second person in the divine Trin- 
ity should unite with himself 
human nature, thus qualifying 
himself for a new office, but not 
constituting another person. We 
shall also expect they will show, 
how the most evident characteris- 
tics of the divine nature and of the 
human nature, which the serip- 


* That the second person inthe Trip 
ity, when he became incarnate, under- 
went no alteration as to personal identity 
is evident from this; that he said of him- 
self personally after his incarnation the 
same things which he might have said, 
had he not been incarnate. ‘“ Before 
Abraham was,Iam.” “I was with the 
Fatker, before the world was”? Such 
things were truly said of Christ with re- 
spect not to his human nature, but to lis 
divine. Other things were predicated 0: 
the same person, whieh manifestly hae 
respect to his incarnation, or human ns: 
ture; as that he was born, ate, walked, 
slept, suffered, was crucified, ke Wher 
Dr. G asserts that * Christ can apply t 
both natures the same personal pronoun; 
though his phraseology is not the mo: 
happy, his view of the subject is obvious 
ly the same with what we have express 
ed; viz. that Christ can apply the sam: 
personal pronoun to himse!/, with respe 
to both natures. 
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tures so abundantly apply to 
Christ, can both be applied to a 
person of only one simple nature; 
and that they will reconcile their 
scheme with those various passa- 
ges of scripture, which assert or 
imply, that the divine Logos, in 
order to the work of Mediator, 
assumed a nature which he did 
not originally possess. 

Affer these remarks, little at- 
tention will be necessary to such 
a passage as this; p. 131. 

** As the professor has not 
been explicit on the pre-exist- 
ence of Christ’s human nature, 
there is yet room for the intro- 
duction of other persons; for, if 
the union of the divine nature to 
the human in the fulness of time 
was sufficient to constitute a new 
person, we know not why the 


' former inhabitations, should not 


have constituted other persons.”’ 
But why do these Reviewers take 
it for granted,that a divine person 
uniting himself to a man consti- 
tuted a new person? The no. 
tion is not derived from the ser- 
mon reviewed; and it not only 
needs proof, but is contrary 
to it. 

In the same paragraph is the 
following sentence. 

*¢ If the Christ during his in- 
tercourse with the Patriarchs, 
was not then a person consisting 
of two natures, which the Pro. 
fessor does not say, nor the se. 
cond person in Trinity which he 
expressly denies, it is fair to 
ask, what was he?” But the 
Professor no where denies this, 
either ‘ expressly,”? or impli- 
edly. When the Reviewers as. 
sert that he does, must we charge 
them with a disordered imagina- 
tion, or with a drowsy con- 
science, or with inattention and 
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ignorance ‘unworthy of review- 
ers? 

The fallacy of the above men- 
tioned remarks of these gentle- 
men being detected, what remains 
of all the plausible and witty 
things, which they have written 
respecting the Trinity? 

But the reader will bear with 
us if we follow their wandering 
course a little farther. They 
decidedly reject the opinion of 
two natures being united in one 
person, and would undoubted. 
ly maintain that the person of 
Christ consists of one simple na- 
ture. 

Now if they assert, which we 
presume they will not, that 
Christ is God only; they cannot 
differ essentially from the Doce- 
te or Gnostics, who held that 
Christ was born, acted, and suf. 
fered, as aman, not in reality, 
but only in appearance. 

If, with the Arians,they main- 
tain, that Christ is a created be- 
ing, holding some middle.place 
between God and mangj then it 
will be incumbent on them to 
account for it on one hand, that 
the peculiar names, attributes, 
and works of God, are ascribed 
to a being, who is not God; and, 
on the other hand, that one, who 
is not man, should be represent- 
ed, as having all the properties, 
and performing all the actions 
peculiartoaman. If they main- 
tain, with the Socinians, that 
Christ was a mere man; it will 
be proper for them to justify 
that sacred Book, which is de. 
signed for the destruction of 
idolatry, in attributing to a mere 
man titles,attributes, and works, 
which belong to God only. 

On what these gentlemen ad- 
vance, p. 132, respecting ‘* the 
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two senders, and the two sent,”’ 
we shall only say, it is no diffi- 
cult matter, by the aid of wit 
and sophistry, to dress up, and 
pervert any Christian doctrine, 
or moral truth, so as to render it 
ridiculous. This.has been done 
abundantly by Voltaire, Paine, 
and other Infidels; and this al- 
ways may be cone by men of 
talents, who can treat sacred 
things without reverence, and 
are disposed to put the most un. 
fair construction possible upon 
the words and sentiments of 
those, who defend different and 
opposite systems. 

** We have said more on this 
subject than we should have 
done,’? say these gentlemen, 
** had not the preacher devoted 
so large a portion of his dis- 
course a to superfluous account 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
which neither the text, nor the 
occasion required.”” Why su- 
perfluous on this particular 
** occasion,’’ or in a discourse 
from such a ‘* text??? Why do 
they not speak out and say, that 
the doctrine itself is ‘* superflu- 
ous;’’ that, on whatever occa- 
sion advanced, whether at a ded- 
ication or on the Sabbath, 
whether with a text or without a 
text, whether in conversation or 
from the press, the doctrine itself 
is altogether ‘** superfluous!” 

In p. 134, speaking of Dr. 
G.’s creed, these gentlemen say; 
‘We know not how it is, but 
the grand Calvinistic doctrine of 
the imputation of Adam’s sin,and 
of Christ’s righteousness—— is 
here entirely omitted orelud- 
ed.”’ We would ask these gen- 
tlemen, how it appears, that the 
grand Calvinistic doctrine of the 
imputation of Adam’s sin and of 
Christ’s righteousness, is ‘* ci- 





ther omitted or eluded?” It is 
true Dr. G. does not use the 
phrase imputation of sin, which 
has become a phrase of ambigu- 
ous meaning. But has he not 
declared it to be his belief, and 
the belief of our forefathers, 
‘*that by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to con- 
demnation; that the posterity of 
Adam are shapen in iniquity, 
and conceived in sin, and are by 
nature children of wrath; that 
by the deeds of the law no flesh 
shall be justified; that by grace 
we are saved?’’ And do not these 
statements clearly convey, whatis 
intended by the most respectable 
Calvinistic writers, who use the 
phrase imputation of sin and of 
righteousness? As to the for. 
mer; Stapfer, an eminent sys- 
tematic and correct divine, gives 
it as his opinion, and the opin- 
ion of the Calvinistic authors, 
whom he had consulted, that 
** to give Adam a posterity like 
himself, and to impute his sin to 
them, are one and the same 
thing.’? Hesaysthey are inju- 
riously charged with maintaining 
*¢ such an imputation of the first 
sin, whereby God, without any 
regard to universal, native cor- 
ruption, esteems all Adam’s pos- 
terity as guilty, and holds them, 
as liable to condemnation, pure- 
ly on account of that sinful act 
of their first parents;’? and ex- 
pressly denies that Adam's pos- 
terity, ‘* without any respect had 
to their own sin, and so as inno- 
cent in themselves, are destined 
to eternal punishment.” It is 
as readily acknowledged, as it is 
deeply lamented, that some Cal- 
vinistic writers have used expres- 
sions and ‘illustrations, which 
have given occasion for seriou: 
objections against this doctrine 








1810. Review of Reviews. 2g 


But is it candid, is it just, to ar- 
gue that, because a preacher, 
after declaring that he harmo- 
nizes with Calvinistic Christians, 
and embraces the Calvinistic sys- 
tem, chooses in a dedication ser- 
mon, to express the doctrines 
contained in that system, not so 
much in the terms of systematic 
writers, as in the language of 
Scripture; therefore he either 
‘‘ entirely omits, or eludes, a 
grand Calvinistic doctrine?” 

As these gentlemen suppose 
that in this sermon, and ‘‘ in an- 
other modern creed,”? a Calvin- 
istic doctrine is given up; we 
think it not amiss to observe, for 
their satisfaction, that as far as 
appears from the best Calvinis- 
tic writers, all which is given 
up, is merely a particular mode 
of explaining the doctrine of a 
constituted moral connexion be- 
tween Adam and his posterity, 
‘The reality and the momentous 
consequences of this connexion 
are equally believed by all Cal- 
vinists. But the mode, here al- 
luded to, of explaining, or ac- 
counting for, such a cornexion, 
is by most Calvinists considered 
unsatisfactory, unwarrantable, 
and altogether needless. 

‘¢ The happiness of New 
England, he thinks, is a monu- 
ment to the honor of our fore- 
fathers’ sentiments.’? Antholo- 
gy, p. 133. 

When Reviewers undertake to 
siate the sentiment of an author 
by them reviewed, the laws of 
literary honor and_ religious 
faith oblige them to state the 
sentiment fairly and completely. 
And when they profess to quote 
the words of an author, and use 
the common signs of quotation, 
the same laws oblige them to 
quote exactly: to give the senti- 


ments of the author in his own 
language. But here the Re- 
viewers have transgressed in both 
respects. First. Although they 
use the signs of quotation, they 
do not quote the author’s words. 
His words are these. ‘* The 
happiness of New England is a 
monument, raised upon an emi- 
nence, to teach the. world the 
tendency of the faith and piety 
of the Puritans.’’ As quoted in 
the Review it stands thus. ‘* The 
happiness of New England is a 
monument to the honor of our 
forefathers’ sentiments.’”’ The 
reader perceives that in the quo- 
fation a part of the sentence is 
omitted, and the rest mangled, 
and rendered inelegant and clum- 
sy. But the Reviewers are still 
more reprehensible in not stating 
correctly the author’s sentiment. 
He had taken care to join faith: 
and piety together in the charac- 
ter of the Puritans, and suggest- 
ed the happy tendency of both 
united. But these gentlemen 
can make the author say what 
they please. When he speaks 
of ‘* the tendency of the faith 
and piety of the Puritans;’’ in 
their quotation, they either dex- 
terously or negligently separate 
faith from piety, and represent 
him, as speaking of their senii. 
ments merely; as though he 


thought the religion of the Puri- 


tans, which he had _ honored, 
consisted solely of speculative 
opinions, * 

These gentlemen proceed; p. 
133. ‘*’'Two things, however, 
are wanting, to complete the 


* Another instance of unfairness in this 
particular, occurs, p. 152, towards the 
bottom, where a passage is introduce: 
under the appearance of a quotation from 
the author of the sermon, when not the 
most distant resemblance of it is to be 
found there. 
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proof drawn from the tendency 
of Calvinism; one is to shew that 
the peculiarities of Calvinism, 
and not the truths which it has 
in common with other systems 
have produced these effects.” 
Here again the fidelity and 
justice of the Reviewers are sub- 
mitted to the impartial reader. 
The author had spoken of ** the 
tendency of the faith and piety 
of the Puritans.””’ The Review- 
ers substitute ** the tendency of 
Calvinism.”? Still the shape of 
things does not exactly suit their 
purpose. Accordingly they take 
another step, and for ** Caivin- 
ism’’. substitute ‘* the peculiari® 
ties of Calvinism,’? expressly 
excluding ** the truths, which it 
has in common with other sys- 
tems.”? This, it will be seen, is 
no inconsiderable departure from 
the view which the author had 
given of the subject. Who has 
intimated or imagined, that ** the 
peculiarities of Caivinism,”’ ex- 
clusively of ‘‘the truths which it 
has in common with other sys- 
tems,’? have produced the good 
efiects referred to? The influ. 
ence of Calvinism is not owing 
to a small number of opinions 
found in no other scheme, but to 
the whole system. Take away 
such truths, as the existence of 
God, the divine authority of the 
Scriptures, and the atonement 
of Christ, which other systems 
ciaim in common with Calvin. 
ism, and you nullify the system. 
sut Calvinism has its ‘* pe. 
culiarilies.”? Yet these do not 
consist merely, nor principally, 
as the Reviewers seem to think, 
in those tenets, which make their 
appearance no where else. In 
every system of religion many 
weighty traths are found. PBut 
in not a few instances they are 





so misplaced and distorted, and 
so shaded by the errors which 
stand by their side, that they 
produce little or no good effect. 
In order, therefore, to ascertain 
the peculiar nature of Calvin- 
ism, we must not only satisfy 
ourselves, what particular truths 
it contains; but must also in- 
quire, én what attitude they are 
presented; how they are combin- 
ed together; what bearings each 
truth has upon others, and what 
additional force each recetves or 
imparts by its connexion with 
others; to what practical pur- 
poses they are all applied; and 
what ts the actual result of the 
whole system. Upon thorough 
examination it will be seen, that 
Calvinism has many ‘* peculiar- 
ities,’ beside those truths, which 
do not appear in any other sys- 
tem. 

We must further remark, what 
we consider of no small conse. 
quence, that another system may 
recognize the doctrines of Cal- 
vinism nominally, and yet reject 
them in reality. This might ea- 
sily be made to appear in the 
doctrines of human depravity, 
regeneration, atonement, and 
others. It is well known, that 
these doctrines are professedly 
maintained by most religious 
systems. It is well known also, 
that according to one or another 
of these systems, the depravity 
of man destroys his obligation 
and accountability to God, and 
excuses his disobedience; regen- 
eration is merely a deliverance 
from Jewish prejudice, or hea- 
thenish ignorance and vice, or 
the gradual cultivation of virtu- 
ous habits by the influence of 
moral suasion; and the atone- 
ment is an addition to human 
merit, a palliation of man’s 
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guilt, an exemption from the 
duty of obeying the divine law, 
a siding with the wicked against 
the justice of God, a relief to 
persons, who are to pitied for 
their misfortunes, rather than 
blamed for their sins. These 
views may, if men please, be de- 
nominated, depravity, regenera. 
tion, and atonement, names Com. 
mon to Caivinism, and othersys- 
tems. But how widely different 
they are from those doctrines, 
as maintained and applied by 
judicious Calvinists, let the can- 
did reader judge, 

Of the ** two things,”? which 
these gentlemen think ** wanting 
to complete the proof drawn 
from the tendency of Calvinism, 
one is to show that the peculiar. 
ities of Calvinism, and not the 
truths which it has in common 
with other systems, have pro- 
duced these effects.””> We shall 
first attend to this. 

That ‘‘ the pecudiarities of Cal. 
vinism,’’ exclusively of ‘* those 
truths,”? which are in any sense 
recognized by ** other systems,”’ 
have produced the happy effects 
here intended, is not our posi- 
tion, nor the position of the 
preacher. ‘The passage ‘referred 
to in the sermon would natur- 
ally lead us to consider the 
anited influence of ‘* the faith 
and. piety of the Puritans.” 
But we have no objection to 
inquire into the tendency of Cal- 
vinism, considered as a system of 
moral and religious truth; or to 
compare this system with any 
other. ‘The decision of the ques- 
tion before us may, we think, 
properly rest on such principles 
as these, which we shall briefly 
State. 

1. What system of moral and 
religious truth is in its swn na- 


ture the best calculated fo inter- 
est the feelings, and influenge 
the practice of men? We wish 
that those, whose minds are pre- 
possessed against Calvinism, 
would impartially consider this 
point. Let the grand views, 
which that system exhibits of 
God and man, of law and gos- 
pel, of sin and holiness, of 
Christ and salvation, be well ex- 
amined; and let any man of can- 
dor decide, whether they are not 
eminently fitted to rouseattention, 
to alarm conscience, (o make the 
irreligious tremble, and to turn 
men from sin to God. Surely 
that system most strongly urges, 
and will most effectually induce 
men to forsake sin, which gives 
the most affecting representation 
of its odious and malignant na- 
ture, of the wrath of God against 
it, and the destruction which 
will follow it. That system 
must have the best tendency to 
promote humility, which most 
impressively teaches the weak. 
ness, criminality, and wretched. 
ness of man in himself, and his 
dependence on the grace of God. 
And where shall we find the 
most powerful motives to the 
love of God, and a life of grati- 
tude, obedience, and devotion, 
if not in that system, which 
most strikingly displays the in- 
finite wisdom and love of God, 
and the preciousness of his gifts: 
the reasonableness of his law: 
the obligations of man; the ne. 
cessity and rewards of obedi- 
ence; the unsearchable riches of 
Christ; the worth of his king- 
dom; and the good to be effected 
by Christian exertion. 

2. We appeal to fact. What 
system has actually made the 
deepest and most permanent re- 
ligious impressions, most strong- 
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fy seized and governed the affec- 
tigns of men, and most com- 
pletely influenced their lives? 
If it be suggested, that the good 
effects here mentioned have not 
been produced by Calvinism, 
but by those truths, which it 
has in common with other sys- 
tems; we ask why those truths 
as held and exhibited by other 
systems, do not produce the 
same effects? What sinners are 
reformed by means of any reiig- 
ious instructions, which do not 
contain, more or less clearly, 
the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion? Whoever heard of the 
repentance of sinners and the 
revival of religion under the in- 
fluence of modern Unitarianism? 
When has Socinianism roused a 
sleeping world to make theic 
peace with God? One fact is 
remarkable. If divine wisdom 
has designed the conversion of 
sinners and the prosperity of 
Zion ina place, where latitudi- 
narian sentiments have been 
preached and received; it has 
rot unfrequently been the case, 
that the preacher himself has 
been first reclaimed; and, by 
embracing the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, been prepared to promote 
the work of God. 

Continuing our appeal to fact, 
we may properly inquire; under 
the influence of what system 
have ministers and private Chris. 
tians been most active in the 
cause of God, most diligent, 
fervent, and selfdenying, most 
ready to make sacrifices for the 
kingdom of grace; in short, 
most like the apostle, who 
counted all things loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus? Qur argument 
will not be invalidated by the 
number of individuals, who 


have speculatively embraced 
the Calvinistic creed, but have 
been manifestly destitate both of 
religion and morality; nor, on 
the other hand, by the number 
of individuals, who, embracing 
laxer sentiments in religion, have 
appeared amiable, consc.entious, 
and devout. According to the 
soundest and most approved 
principles of reasoning, we may 
leave out of our argument such 
individual exceptions, and judge 
of the tendency of Calvinism 
from a survey of the effects 
which have generally taken 
place under its influence. 

3. We appeal to Christzans 
themselves, who, having been 
converted from the error of their 
ways, have lived a holy and de- 
vout fife, and experienced the 
affections and joys of religion. 
On the present question, every 
such person must be considered 
as, in a good degree an adequate 
judge. Inquire therefore at the 
mouth of the devoted, happy 
believer, what sentiments have 
had the greatest influence upon 
him; what considerations have 
kindled his holy affections, ac. 
tuated him in his obedience, and 
imparted his best joys. We are 
willing to abide the decision of 
the great body of Christians, 
learned and unlearned, ancient 
and modern. Nor shall we be 
blamed for availing ourselves of 
the testimony of Dr. Priestley 
himself, who ascribes ** some of 
his best principles and most val- 
uabie and permanent religious 
impressions’? to his being edu- 
cated in the doctrines of Calvin- 
ism, and acknowledges that 
‘*the principles of Calvinism 
are generally favorable to that 
leading virtue devotion.”’ 

The other thing, which these 
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gentlemen think wanting to 
complete the proof drawn from 
the tendency of Calvinism, ‘* is 
to show that, wherever the pe- 
culiarities of this system have 
ceased to be preached, the vir- 
tue and happiness of New Eng- 
Jand have declined.”” Of the 
lofty, triumphant air of these 
Reviewers in this place the dis- 
cerning reader need not be noti- 
ficd, We must, however say, 
that the task, which they here 
assign us, is far less difficult, 
than unpleasant. But to men 
of piety, well acquainted with 
the past and present state of 
New England, the execution of 
this task caa hardly appear nec- 
essary. Have not such men 
long perceived, that in those parts 
of New England, where the pe- 
culiar doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion have ceased to be preached 
and believed, virtue and happi- 
ness have declincd?—that virtue, 
we mean, which is prescribed by 
the gospel of Christ, and that 
happisess, which flows from the 
prevalence of religion. 

On the present question, 
whatever may be the opinion of 
those, who are the subjects of 
this declension, the judgment 
of the Christian community will 
be determined by the fairest tests 
of public virtue. 

The first of these, which we 
shall suggest, is the manner, in 
which the Sabbath is observed 
and public worship attended. 
We do not state this, as an in- 
fallible index of the real charac. 
ter of the community. For it is 
well known, that individuals, 
destitute of religion, may by va- 
rious motives be induced to the 
strictest external performance of 
the duties of the Lord’s day. 
Nevertheless, when the devout 

Vor. III. New Series. 


observance of the Sabbath is con. 
sidered so respectable, and the 
violation of it so criminal and 
disgraceful, as to be a check to 
licentiousness and an inducement 
to religious order; it must be ac. 
knowledged to be a favorable 
symptom of the generai influence 
of Christianity. On the other 
hand, open profanation of the 
Sabbath by business, diversion, 
or idleness, unrestrained by the 
authority of religion or civil law, 
and tolerated by the genera feel. 
ings of seciety, is a certain indi. 
cation of a corrupt state of ihe 
public mind. 

Another fair test of the religion 
of a community is ¢he character 
of clergymen. If ministers are 
chosen, who have the spirit of 
the apostles, who, by the doc. 
trines of salvation held forth in 
their ministratious, by the sanc. 
tity of their manners, by their 
pastoral fidelity, their zeal to do 
good, and the fervor of their de- 
votions, animate the followers of 
Christ, make a solemn impression 
on the surrounding world, and 
keep even the abandoned in 
awe; it shows that religion has 
some degree of authority and 
force. Onthe contrary, if min. 
isters are chosen and approved, 
whose examples, instead of sup- 
porting strict virtue and godli. 
ness, encourage the frivolity and 
dissipation of worldly life; min. 
isters, who neglect the lowly 
virtues and pious labors of the 
pastoral office, and detight to 
frequent theatres and assemblies 
of pleasure, and to mingle with 
the gay, the thoughtless, and 
the splendid; whose preaching 
will please delicate tastes and 
itching ears, but awaken no 
sleeping conscignce, reprove Bo 
fashionable imiquities, and per- 
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suade no sinuers to repent; it 
affords unequivocal evidence, 
that religion is in a decline, 

In order to discover the state 
of public virtue, it is likewise 
necessary to inquire, what is the 
condition of the churches, and 
what is their influence on the 
community; what is the state of 
family piety; with what freedom, 
reverence, and delight are the 
things of religion introduced in 
conversation; also how far in- 
temperance, pride, luxury, and 
covetousness prevail, and with 
what degree of publicity and 
boldness the grosser vices are 
practised. 

Let any or ail of the tests 
abovementioned be applied to 
those parts cf New England, 
where the doctiines of the Re- 
formation have been excluded 
from the instruetions of minis- 
ters, and fromthe faith of the 
churches; and let it be recol- 
lected, what was the state of 
things in the same places, when 
the doctrines of the gospel, as 
exhibited in the Calvinistic sys- 
tem, were inculcated from the 
pulpit, and were in the highest 
credit among the people. Then, 
by impartial men of competent 
information Jet the answer be 
given, whether, in such places, 
** the virtue and happiness of 
New England have declined.’’ 

These gentlemen think that 
the argument from ** names and 
authorities’? ** may be made to 
suit all places, periods, and 
sects;’? not equally indeed; for 
they suppose the argument has 
‘** infinitely greater weight in the 
Romish church, than in any oth- 
er portion of Christendom.” 
We shall not take time to ex- 
pose this comparison, though it 
way not be altogether grateful 
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to the feelings of those, who 
consider the Reformation, as a- 
mong the greatest of blessings. 
We would just observe, that no 
man could be more displeased, 
than we, if a preacher should 
attempt to prove apy Christian 
doctrine by arguments, not de. 
rived from the bible, or to sup. 
porta system by any authority 
but that of God. But, when a 
small company of innovators in 
religion, by whatever name they 
may call themselves, raise a fierce 
and systematic opposition against 
the friends of evangelical relig- 
ion, as enthusiastic and errone- 
ous; we will not indeed resort to 
human ‘* names and authori. 
ties,’? to support our faith; but 
may justly have the pleasure of 
reilecting, that we are going in 
the footsteps of the great body 
of Protestant Christians, espe- 
cially of those New England pa- 
triarchs, whom our opposers 
themselves have so often and so 
highly extolled. So that, if we 
are enthusiastic and erroneous, 
enthusiasm and error have been 
the general characteristic of the 
best part of the Christian world; 
and the Unitarian sect must be 
honored, as the Great Reform- 
ers of Protestant nations, the 
Restorers of the true guspel, 
which, without their heavenly 
gifts and labors, might have 
been irretrievably lost. 

But here we are constrained to 
remark upon the inconsistency 
of gentlemen, who profess to ad- 
mire the character and conduct 
of our forefathers, and eulogize 
their religion, and yet ridicule 
those principles which influenced 
their conduct, and laid the foun- 
dation of the distinguishing ex- 
cellence of their religious char- 
acter. It is, as all must see 
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extremely unfair and dishonest, 
to make a show of respect and 
affection for the fathers of 
New England, and yet perse- 
cute, with perpetual sneers, re- 
proaches, and counteractions, 
all who follow in their steps; to 
exalt our pious ancestors, and 
yet endeavor to make it a public 
disgrace to be like them Such 
conduct reminds us of the hy po- 
critical Scribes and Pharisees, 
against whom our Savior de- 
nounced such tremendous woes, 
who, while they built and gar- 
nished the sepulchres, and hon- 
ored the memories of the ancient 
prophets, persecuted and killed 
all who rose up in their spirit. 
Prophets, whose holy examples 
are forgotten, and whose tongues 
have been long silent in the 
grave, are applauded. But liv- 
ing prophets, whose faithful 
tongues can speak, and whose 
warning voice must be heard; 
these are despised and calumni- 
ated. 

Near the close of their Re- 
view, these gentlemen oxpress 
their hearty concurrence with 
the author in his wishes for a re- 
vival of religion; ** though,”’ say 
they, by way of explanation, 
‘* perhaps our ideas of a true re- 


vival may in some degree differ 


from his own; but we must be 
pardoned,”’ they add, ‘** for not 
expecting another * day of Pen- 
tecost,’ till we have apostles for 
our preachers, and miraculous 


gifts in our churches. ‘Till then 
we must be allowed to suspect, 
that those appearances, which 
the preacher ventures to parallel 
with the extraordinary opera- 
tions of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, may be the effect of 
natural causes, and somctimes of 
enthusiasm itself, &c.’’ 

On this subject it is useless to 
contend. We know tvo well 
the cast of men, who profess to 
be desirous of a revival of relig- 
ion, but set themselves against 
it, whenever it appears; who 
represent the conversion of sin- 
ners, in the apostolic age, as a 
miracle not to be repeated; who 
cry out against those, who are 
sensible of their guilt and dan- 
ger, and of the importance of 
eternal things, as deluded or 
mad; who brand the true ambas- 
sadors of Christ, as illiberal and 
enthusiastic, and the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the New Testa- 
ment, as ** the dogmas of Gene- 
va;’’ who not only do not ex- 
pecé ‘* another day of Pente- 
cost,’’ but do not desire it, and 
feel the highest dissatisfaction 
with that, which most resemb!es 
it. Unhappy mortals, to whom 
the prevalence of the truth, and 
the prosperity of the kingdom of 
grace, are a disheartening afilic- 
tion; and who are the most 
gloomy and distressed, when the 
Lord is most eminently glori. 
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THE following Memoir was composed by the Baptist Missionaries in Bengal, for 


yh j-ELLIGENC C 4e 





the purpose of giving authentic information with respect to their progress in trans- 
lating the Sei riptures into the languages of Asia. As they had received liberal 
pecuniary assistane> from this counuy, «s well as from Great Britain, they sent this 
memoir to their friends and patrons on both sides of the Atlantic. We have been 
favored with the original conumunicaticn, by the pe@iteness of the gentlemen ia 


Philadelphia, to whom it Was 2garesseu. 


Very dear Brethren, 

‘Two years have nearly elapsed since 
we had the satisfaction of laying before 
you and our fellow Christians in Britain 
and America, the state of those Transla- 
tions of the Sacred Scriptures in which 
Divine Pi “ovid ence has enabled us to en- 
gage; roe although we have reeeived no 


nite iid nce [rom you re ative tet he niune 
ner in Ww ni ich ti | plain state: Tae mt Oi tacts 
therein given, has been received by these 


who love the Lord Jesus and feel an in- 
terest in the ditfusion Gi lis biaks Word, 
our persuasion that a work of this Kid 
cannot be uninteresting to those vu lio long 
for ail nations to be blessed in Him, is so 
ereat, that we feel ourselves eucouraged 
to iay beiore vou and them a second 
statement, deseribing the progress of the 
work during these two past vears. in 
doing w hich it tay perhaps be the most 
inteiligible mode to toilow the order laid 
down in our la t memoir 

2. The translation of the een 
intu the Bengalee lang lage, comes rst 
then before us; and we have, res ai g 
this, the satisfaction of stating, that alter 
sixteen years labor, the x whole of the sa- 
cred Scriptures is completed in that fan- 
guage; the translation of the remaining 
volume of the Old Testament having 
been finished for some time, and two or 
three sheets alone remaining to complete 
the printing. We desire to mention this 
with the deepest gratitude to the Ged of 
mercy, who has enabled us thus to com- 
plete: one part of the work which fe had 
been pleased in his providence to cor nreit 
toour care. Asit aiiords opportunity for 
further improvement in the translation, 
we would notice a third edition of the 
Bengalee New Testament iu folio, which 
we are printing principally for the sake 
of using the Scriptures in public wovship; 
but as the assemblies for which a book ot 
this size is adapted are at present not nu- 
merous, we are printing Only 100 copies. 
his third edition of the Bengalcee New 
Vestament is advanced to the middie of 
the Acts of the Aposties. 

3. In the Orissa language the New 
Testament is printed of, and ucarly the 


whole of the book of Psalms. The Ne 
‘Pestament contains 976 pages in 8vo 
and the expense attending this edition of 
one thousand, including paper, wages, 
the wear of types, Gc. &c, amounts to 
about 3,500 rupees. It may not be es- 
tecmed irrelevant to the subjeet if we 
ald, that the God of all grace seems to 
be Opening a way for the distribution of 
the sacred volume in that district: a mem- 
ber ot our church, an Armenian, born in 
this country, who has labored nearly 
two years with much acceptance among 
the natives of Bengal, having devoted 
himself to the work of God in Orissa, is 
aieut to remove thither with his wife, 
who is 2 member with us, and his family. 
Hie is now under a course of instruction 
relative to the language, of which, on ac- 
COUNT : its near affinity with the Ben- 9 
tew mouths will probably puthim § 
: possession. ‘Thus almostthe moment § 
the New Pestament is translated an? z 
printed in this language, does the great 
Head of the church oe rto be raising 
up means fox its being | broug ht into et- 
fect! 
4. Inthe Teliaca languaze the New 
Testament waits ior revision and print. 
ing, the whole being translated, and 


> 
: 


begianing made in the Old Vestamenct. 
Relative to m juting you may reeclicet, 
dear brethren, the Step we took ma re j- 
than a year ago; namely, that of sending 
tu you for a fount of ty pes from: Fieei:s 
the specimens we saw of his’ Velings tery 
being so beautiful that we thouelit it ix 
tertosend for a fount from him.than es-t 
them eliilitin especially as this w: 
leave our letter founders at Mberty. ty 
proceed with other founts equally urgent 
and whieh could not be otteined trou 


} i cland 


* Since writing the ahave, we have re- 
~ — > © Conn Mu a —_— ~ ‘ 
ceived lette rs jrom tie sociciv statis t 
hos 
. | ee ) > Ae “ 
price at which Liggins would cast the 


which being much highe> than the pric 


they would cost he oT we Aave far bici- 
den the sy and ar ‘Zasihee a for i} 4 
the o from Ficgin’s specimens ¢4'- 
"ecte ad s iG Tee eu Puidit 
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5 Inthe Xernata language the pro- 
gress ma le is nearly similar to that in 
the Telinga, the New Testament being 
ready for revision and a commencement 
made in the Old. In our last we men- 
tioned, that the alphabets of these two 
countries are so nearly allied as to ren- 
der only an addition of a letter 0 two to 
the I elinga necessary, in Order to adapt 
it for the *Kernata. “These additions to 
the Telinga alphabet we can easily make 
ourselves. 

6. Relative to the Guzeratee, circum- 
stances principally of a pecuniary nature, 
have competled us to put a stop to the 
printing of the New Testament for the 
present, and slacken in the work of 
travsiation. On these circumstances it 
is needless to dilate, and perhaps unprof- 
itabie 

7. Inthe Mahratia language cireum- 
stances not greatly dissimiiar have com- 
pelled us to proceed sk wly with regard 
to printing. We are happy in adding 
however, thatthe four gospels are nearly 
printed off, and that we have now a hope 
of being able to proceed with increased 
vigor. It wasobserved in our last state- 
met, that the whole of the New Testa- 
ment was translated, and part of the Old. 

% The operation of the same cirenm- 
stances has also affected the printing of 
the New Vestameut in the Hindoostunee 
language; yet through divine goodness 
we have been enabled to comple te the 
better haif of 't, and v + hope to be able 
st to finish the wuvle. The cali for 

the New Testament in this language is 
constantly increasing, and we have rea- 
son i> beticve the version will be pretty 
gencraliy understood. 

Q tithe language of the Seeks the 
whole New Testament now waits for re- 
vision; and we have notonly completed a 
fount of t: pes in their peculiar character, 
but have taade a coniumenceiment In print- 
ing. We hope therefore that divine 
goodness will, at no very distant period, 
enable us to present the Sacred Oracles 
to this singular people, in their own lan- 

guage and character 

"10 The Sungskrit. Tu our last we 
had occasion to acquaint you with our 
begianing a translation in this extensive, 
eopions, al ul highly venerated language. 
We have “now ‘the happiness of adding 
that the whole of the New Testament is 
printed off; and that in printing the Old 
we have proceeded as far as the middle 
of Exodus. The New Testament con- 
tains somewhat less than 600 4to pages, 
anc the expense of printing this edition 
of 600 copies (which in our last was by 

taistake said to consist of a thousand) 
nas been about 4099 Rs. Both the trans- 
auing and the printing of the Old Tests- 
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ment are advancing with a considerable 
degree of vigor. 

11. Relative to the Burman language 
we have much reason for thankfulness. 
Our brethren Chater and F. Carey are 
assiduous in studying the language, and 
diligent in the work of God;and from the 
letters of our brethren it seems probable 
that the sacred Scriptures, when printed, 
will be received by the natives of that 
country with no small degree of readi- 
ness 

12. In our last we stated a number of 
encouraging circumstances relative to the 
Chinese language and translation. We 
feel much satisfaction in being now able 
to mention others equally encouraging. 
The proficiency of the youths engaged 
with brother Marshman in studying the 
language, of whom one is in his 17th, an- 
other in his 16th, and the third in his 10th 

year, has been such as to attract the at- 
tention the Right Hon. the Governor 
General: and the liberal and judicious 
manner “+ which his lordship noticed it 
in his annual speech to the college of 
Fort William both this, and the past year, 
renders it needless to say any thing more 
on this head; except merely that two ex- 
aminations of their progress have been 
held, one in February, 1808, in the pres- 
ence of the Rey. D. Brown, and another 
in September by John Harrington, Esq. 
President of the ‘college of Fort Wiiliam, 
and Dr. John Leyden, whose acquaint- 
ance with the languages of China and the 
neighboring nations exceeds that of most 
gentlemen in India. Before these gen 
tlemen, the three youths, among other 
© xereises, held a disputation in the Chi- 
nese language ‘The Report of the ex- 
an.ination was appended to the Annual 
Keport of the College of Fort William, 
by order of the Right Hon. the Visitor. 

‘e have also to mention with gratitude, 
the goodness of Pr rovidence, in erecting 
for usa Chinese Foundery, if it may be 
so termed. More than eighteen months 
azo we began to employ under Chinese 
superintendence, certain natives of Ben- 
gal, for many years accustomed to cut 
the flowers used in printing cottons; and 
have found them sueceed beyond our ex- 
pectation The delicate workmanship 
required in their former employ, fits 
them admirably for cutting the stronger 
lines of the Chinese characters, when 
they are written and the work superin- 
tended by a Chinese artist. Of the exe- 

cuition, you will soon have an opportunity 
of judging sfrom the original text of the 
is volume of Confucius, printed off with 

a translation in a quarto of 724 pages 


. 


and now waiting for a tis gered Dis- 
Se! tati on On the Language. We many 
months ago begun printing a nx sh 
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vised copy of the gospel by St. Matthew, 
to the middle of which we have nearly 
advanced, although the difficulty of after- 
ward correcting the blocks, causes us to 
advance with slow and careful cireum- 
spection., The New Testament is print- 
ed in 8v0. On a size resembling that of the 
works of Confucius, so common, and so 
highly venerated, among the Chinese. 
Two pages are cut on one block; when 
printed off, the page is folded so as to 
have the two blank sides inward, in the 
manner Of the Chinese. The blocks are 
made of the wood of the tamarind tree. 
We have also retained another learned 
Chinese to superintend the cutting of the 
characters, and examine the translation 
with brother M. After the latter has 
gone through it in various ways with Mr. 
Lassar,he carefully examines it again with 
this learned Chinese alone,causing him to 
read it,and give his idea of the meaning of 
every sentence and character: ashe has 
not the least previous acquaintance with 
the sense of the passage, (being unable 
to speak a sentence of English,) brother 
M. has an opportunity of marking the 
least discrepancy from the original,and of 
canvassing such passages anew with Mr. 
L. which is constantly done, previously 
to their being written for engraving. It 
may be Observed also that as this man 
boards with us, he has no connexion with 
Mr. L. and indeed from a disposition 
common to the generality of Asiatics, is 
sufficiently disposed to find fault with his 
work if opportunity offers; this disposi- 
tion however, is kept within due bounds 
by brother M.’s examining the diction- 
ary with him for every character to 
which he asevibes a sense different from 
that in which it is used in the copy under 
revision. Thus, dear brethren, has di- 
vine Providence favored us with the 
means of acquiring this difficult language; 
with those to study it whose youth aud 
collateral studies fit them peculiarly for 
the labor; with the means of counter evr- 
amining the translation; and with a press 
to carry forward the printing of it to any 
extent. May the Lord enable us to im- 
prove these advantages to the advanee- 
meut of his cause. It may be proper to 
add that in translating, we are advanced 
as far as the Epistle to the Ephesians. 
13. Providence is at length opening 
the way for our commencing a transla- 
tion in the language of Bovtan and Tibet, 
which two countries indeed, have the 
same language and alphabet. Our broth- 
er Robinson has deveted himself to this 
department, and has made two journies 
fo that country in the latter of which he 
was received with the greatest kindness 
by the Katma or Soobah of Boutan. He 
brought from thenee the alphabet whieh 


agrees exactly with that given by P. 


Georgius in his A/phabetum Tibetanum, 
and printed at Rome by the Congreg. 
de Propaganda fide. The language ap- 
pears to haye an affinity with the Chi- 
nese. The alphabet, though the letters 
are of the Nagree form, resembles far 
less the Sungskrit alphabet, than the al- 
phabetic outline which constitutes the 
initial sounds of the Chinese language, 
(which you will see deseribed in the pre- 
liminary Dissertation on the Chinese Lan- 
guage.) The language is in a great de- 
gree monusy labic, and as there is a con- 
stant intercourse between that country 
and Chir., to which indeed it is said to 
extend, it is probable that these two lan- 
guages may reciprocally throw light up- 
on each other. Brother R. is waiting for 
boats to depart with his family in this 
arduous and benevolent undertaking. 

14. Thus, dear brethren, have we jail 
before you a brief sketch of the state oi 
the translations at the present moment. 
On reviewing it, you will perceive that 
in the Bengalee the sacred Scriptures are 
completed. In the Sungskrit and the 
Orissa*the New Testament is printed 
off, and a commencement made in print- 
ing the Old; in the Mahratta and the 
Hindoostanee the New Testament is 
nearly completed; in printing the Guze- 
rattee, the Seek, and the Chinese ver- 
sions a commencement is made, and in 
the Telinga and the Kernata the New 
Testament waits for revision, while in 
the Burman a most pleasing prospect is 
held out, and a translation into the Tibet 
language is about to commence. Thus 
in One language are the whole Scriptures 
printed, in three the New Testament is 
printed off, in two more nearly half of it 
completed, in three more put to press, 
and in two others waiting for revision. 

15. The advancement made in the 
article of types is also worthy of being 
noticed as another mark of the favor of 
Providence toward the undertaking. 
Previously to sending the last memoir 
we had been enabled to complete founts 
in the Bengalee, Nagree, Orissa, and 
Moahratta characters, which with the 
fount of Persian received from England, 
enabled us to print versions of the Serip- 
tures in seven of the languages spoken in 
Pndia. This statement however shews 
that we have since been enabled to pro- 
vide the means of printing them in three 
more, namely, in the Seek, the Burman, 
and the Chinese, which enables us to 
print the Scripturesin ten of the Oriental 
languages. 

16. In our last memoir we laid hefore 
the public an account of all that we had 
received for the purpose of translations 
from the beginning, with the manner in 
which it had been disbursed. There 
then appeared in our hands a balance ot 
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Sa. Rs. 12,371--5 as---6 p. We now beg 
leave to lay before you for publication 
the sums we have since received and the 


Expenses of Translations of the Scriptures. 


disbursement we have had occasion to 


1801. 


1802. 


1803. 


1805. 


186. 
1807. 


i799. 


1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
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make, on account of the translations. 
Both these accounts appear in one view, 
in the following statements. 





A Sicca Rupee is equal in value to about 55 1-2 


cents, 


Saks. as. p.  Dils. Cts. 
To 2000 Bengalee Testaments, Ist edi- 
tion, on wh peers Svo. 900 ia 
ges 10000 0 O 5555,55 
_ 500 Matthew’s " Gospel in Bengalee, 
ditto, 118 pages - - - 250 0 O 158,89 
— 1060 Pentateuchs, ditto, 732 pages 3000 0 0  1666,66 
— An edition of 900 of Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Solo- 
mon’s Song, ditto 400 pages - - 2000 O O- 1111,11 
— 900 of the Psalms re 7 220 
pages - 537 8 O 187,44 
— 465 Matthew’s ists in Mahratta, 
Nagree type, (quarto) 108 pages 465 0 0 258,53 
— Bengalee Pundits’ wages for 7 years, 
down to December, 1506 . - 1680 0 JO 933,33 
— The Hindoostance, Persian, Orissa, 
and Mahratta Pundits’ wages from 
March, 1803 to April, 1806 - - 2021 0 O 1122,78 
— Eight months’ wages for Pundits in 
the different languages, including the 
Chinese,from Mayto December,1806 $703 14 3 2057,61 
— 1500 BengaleeTestaments, 2nd edition, 
on Bengalee Paper, 8vo. 900 pages 4500 0 0 2500,00 
— 10,000 Luke, Acts,and Romans, ditto, 
264 pages, at 12 As. - - - 7500 0 O 4166,67 
— Seven months’ wages for Pundits ir 
the different languages, including 
the Chinese, from January to July 3485 7 7 1936,34 
— An edition of the prophetic books, 8vo. 
660 pages, 1000 copies . - 2500 0 O 1388,89 
Sicca Rupees* 41,442 13 10$23,023,60 
Contra. Cr. 
Sa.Rs. as. p. Dils.Cts. 
By Cash received from the Edinburgh 
Missionary Society - - - <000 0 O 1111,11 
— Cash collected from 1798 to 1799 1600 0 90 888,89 
— Ditto - - - 1799 — 1800 9142 15 1 5079,42 
— Ditto - - - 1800 — 1801 164 0 0 91,11 
— Ditto - - - 1801 — 1802 9258 2 7 5143,42 
— Ditto - . - 1802 — 1803 140 13 0 78,23 
— Ditto - - - 1803 — 1804 184 9 § 102,56 
— Ditto - - 1804 — 1805 
Received from England by way of Amer- 
ica 9818 Sa. Rs. V as. one 10587 14 9 5771,07 
In Books, &c. 569 Sa.Rs.14 as.9p 
Amount received from Americain Sept. 
1806. - - - - : - 2858 12 0 1588,10 
Ditto in October : ° - - 4139 0 QO 2299,45 
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Messrs. Alexander & Co. from the fund 


Scriptures. 


JUNE, 

















raised in India ° ° . : 5100 0 OO 2835 34 
aid 1807 Ditto for 7 months from January to July 5900 0 2166 66 
2398 Dollars* from America - - 4938 0 O 2745.33 
Amount received, Sicca Rupees 55,814 2 10$29,896,69 
Expended - - 41,442 13 10625, 23.60 
Balanceinhand, Sicca Rupees 12,371 5 0 $%§6875,09 
Dr. Translations of the Holy Scriptures. 
Sa.Rs. as. p. Dils Cts 
1807. To five months’? wages for pundits in the 
different languages, including the 
Chinese from August to December 2,363 1 2 1312,82 
1808. — Twelve months’ wages for pundits in 
| the different languages, including 
: the Chinese from ponnal to De- 
cember, with sundry extraexpenses 5,333 2 9 2962,87 
— Chinese Stationary . . . 600 0 0 333,54 
1809. — Seven months’ wages for pundits in 
the different languages, including 
| the Chinese, from Januaryto July, 
, with sundry extra expenses - 3,709 9 2 2060,88 
— Cutting 22 Chinese blocks at 7s >. 334 @-@ $5,535 
— Anedition of the New Testament in 
the Orissa language, 8vo 976 pages, 
containing one thousand copies 5,500 0 Q 1944.4 
— 600 Sungskrit Ditto 4to. 552 pages 4000 0 QO 2222,22 
— An edition of the historical ps rt of 
the Old Testament 8vo.f containing 
1,500 copies - - - - 4,500 0 0 2500.00 
i Expended 24,159 13 1$13,422,1 
Balance in hand 5,630 15 11 ne sohes 
ki Total Sa. Rupees 29,790 13 0 $16,550,57 
Contra. Cr. 
1807. By Balance of former Account, 12,371 5 0 6873,09 
— Messrs. Alexander & Co. from the 
fund raised in India, from August to 
December inclusive - - : 1,500 0 0 855,35 
1808. — Contributions from sundry gentlemen 516 0 0 175,55 
— Cash received for Chinese Stationary, 
— Messrs. Alexander & Co from the fund 
raised in India, and Mr. Grant’s 
" legacy . - - : - 7,303 8 0 4057,56 
— AContribution’ - - - - 300 0 OQ 166,66 
1809. — Messrs. Alexander end Co. on account 
of the British and Fore gn Bible 
Society fund ; - 8000 0 0 4444,44 
Total of amount received Sa. Rs. 29.790 13 0 $16,559,357 
° A profit was made, it seems, by making the reméittan silver 
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17. We intimated at the close of the 
last memoir, that the expense we had in- 
curred in printing a part of certain ver- 
sions, and providing materials for print- 
ing several others had in a great meas- 
ure exhausted the balance which appear- 
ed in hand. Althongh supplies from 
you have not. yet reached us; the good 
hand of God has provided supplies for 
his work in a manner almost totally un- 
expected, and which calls for our warm- 
est gratitude. Within three months of 
the date of our last memoir we learned 
that God, whose care is constantly exer- 
cised over his sacred word, had, unknown 
to his most intimate friends, inclined the 
heart ef a worthy friend of ours, Mr. 
Grant, to bequeath, a few months before 
his death, the sum of ten thousand rupees 
to the fund for translations of which we 
were the fundees. Of this sum you will 
perceive that we have received between 
six and seven thousand rupees. 

18. Another supply also deserves to 
be mentioned with peculiar gratitude. 
That gracious Providenee which about 
three years ago stirred vp our worthy 
American brethren to contribute, unso- 
licited to the support of this good work, 
has since sent supplies from another 
quarter, equally generous, and no less 
seasonable. We aliude to the 20000. 
which the Bible Society were pleased to 
send out for this purpose in the last year, 
and of which we have received a thousand 
pounds. For this act of love to our com- 
mon Lord, and regard to his sacred 
word, we intreat you, dear brethren, to 
present our warm and cordial acknowl- 
edgements to the Committee of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 

19. These unexpected and seasonable 
supplies, together with a few donations 
from certain gentlemen in India, form 
the whole of those means by which we 
have been enabled to carry forward the 
work since our last memoir: and cf this 


_ you will perceive that a balance of Sa. Rs, 


5630 or 703/. sterlmg, remains on our 
hands; which however is more than ab- 
sorbed in the expense incurred by the 
versions of the Old and the New ‘Testa- 
ment now in the press; to say nothing of 
the founts of types we have cast, and 
which, for reasons mentioned in the for- 
mer memoir, we do not feel at liberty to 
carry to the account of the translations. 

20. Nevertheless, dear brethren, we 
feel no kind of anxiety on this head. It 
is not On Our Own account that we desire 
supplies, but merely to spread the know!- 
edge of oar Lord Jesus Christ by dissem- 
inating his sacred word among the na- 
uons around us, now sitting in darkness 
and in the region of the shadow of death. 
And we feel confident that while we la- 
vor conscientiously and pradently to ap- 
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ply to this purpose whatever he is pleas- 
ed to give us, He will never fail to afford 
supplies for the work, either throngh the 
instrumentality of those who favor his 
righteous cause, or by means of the la- 
bor of our ownhands. In whatever way 
it be given, to him alone be the glory and 
the praise. 

21. So far indeed, very dear brethren, 
from feeling diseouraged, we cannot but 
eall On you to unite with us in blessing 
that gracious God, who from such weak 
and slender beginnings hath been pleased 
so to carry forward the work amidst ev- 
ery discouraging circumstance (and these 
have not been few,) that by his goodness 
in providing assistance in the work, in 
continuing health and strength to go for- 
ward therein, and providing supplies of- 
ten as unexpected as they were seasona- 
ble, that not only is the whole of the sa- 
cred oracles published in one language, 
but in three the New Testament is print- 
ed off, in two more is nearly half of it 
printed off, in three others put to press, 
in two more waiting for revision; while 
for another the types are prepared. 

22. Nor does the idea of numerous 
imperfections unavoidably cleaving to a 
first attempt damp our gratitude or fill 
us with discouragement. Not to say 
that without a first attempt, a second and 
more correct edition can never appear; 
when we consider the labor of selecting 
appropriate words, often of ascertaining 
grammatical rules,and in some instances, 
ofalmost forming a system of orthography; 
we cannot but feel that in the greater 
part of these languages the fret attempt 
notwithstanding its impertections, has 
completed more than half the work; and 
while it almost insures a second, speedily 
following, the labor attending the revision 
of a second edition with an mereased de- 
gree of knowledge, is so gradual, so easy, 
and pleasant, that when compared with 
that of first wading through the untried 
stream, it searecly seems to deserve the 
name. This is particularly the case when 
® inethod is adopted which we have in 
contemplation; namely, that of sending a 
copy of each version of the Scriptures to 
every gentleman of our aequaintance in 
any degree conversant with the language 
in which it is prmted; and respectfully 
intresting his eandid remarks thereon. 
From the aggregate of these remarks 
(witich few will refuse to communicate, ) 
as from a multitude of lights brought into 
one place (even though some of them 
should resemble a taper,) we hope by 
the divine blessmg upon steady and dili- 
geht observation for a course of years, to 
send forth the sacred word at length 
in its purest and loveliest form. 

23. In our last we laid before you a 
sketch of the probable expense attending 
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the completion of the translation and 
printing of the Old Testament in one 
and the New Testament in ten languages, 
namely, the Sungskrit, Orissa, Hindoos- 
tanee, Telinga, Kernata, Guzeratee, 
Mahratta, Seek, Persian, and Chinese 
languages. As a lapse of two years by 
bringing us nearer the termination of the 
work must of course enable us either to 
confirm or correct this sketch, it may not 
be unpleasant, perhaps, to some of those 
who wish weil to Zion, if we briefly re- 
View the statement before given. It was 
stated respectiig ten of these translations, 
the Chinese being excepced, that the sum 
of three thousand rupees annually for 
the space of four years would furnish 
what merely related to the translation 
of them; and that about forty-six thou- 
sand rupees more, would complete the 
printing of the ten versions. Relative to 
the article of ¢/me,no one acquainted with 
the nature of the work, will be surprised 
to find four years too short a period for 
printing the whole of the ten, especially 
wheén On examining the cash account for 
the two last years, he perecives that after 
the expense of the Chinese is deducted 
(which was not included in the ten) we 
have not possessed the meuaris of applying 
three thousand rupees annually to retain 
assistance in these ten languages; two 
thousand annually being all we have been 
able to allot to this department for these 
two years past. Whoever considers how- 
ever, that for this sum of four thousand 
rupees, three yf these ten versions have 
been so completely revised as to be actu- 
ally printed off, and five more of them 
brought to the press, will not think it 
improbable, that (though the printing 
may require several years longer,) the 
expense of revising and completing the 
other translations may be covered by lit- 
tle more than the remaining eight thou- 
sant rupees of the statement. 

24. Relative to the estimate given for 
printing the case appears still more clear, 
the Sungskrit New Testament, having 
fallen somewhat below the quantity of 
letter press given in the former estimate 
as has the fourth or last volume of the 
Bengalee Scriptures; and although the 
Orissa has exeeeded the number of pages 
by more than two hundred, we have 
still been able to bring the expense with- 
in the bounds preseribed. 

25. Respecting the other two versions 
of which we gave an estimate,the Persian 
and the Chinese, as the former is re- 
moved from under our care, it would 
of course be improper for us to say any 
thing farther On that part of the subject; 
hut relative to the Chinese we are ena- 
bled to speak with much greater precis- 
‘on than we could two years ago From 
caleulating how many pages of the origi- 


nal the blocks of the Chinese already cut 
have included, the probability is, that 700 
of these blocks will nearly complete the 
New Testament These, although they 
contain each nearly 300 characters, we 
are able to get engraved for something 
below eight rupees each. Seven hun- 
dred multiplied by this number gives 
5,600 rupees: so that it is quite probable 
that 6000 rupees or 750/ sterling will 
complete the engraving of the whole 
New Testament in Chinese* When 
this is done, any number can be thrown 
offat pleasure. We are of course as yet 
unable to say how many copies one block 
will bear to have taken off. It is not ime 
possible that the number may be ten 
thousand. If it be however, ha/f that 
number, at so moderate a price can Chi- 
nese paper be obtained in Caleutta, that 
considering the number of copies the 
version will be cheaper notwithstanding 
its being the first, than any version of 
the New Testament which we have hith- 
erto been enabled to print. 

26 Thus, very dear brethren, have 
we in a simple and unreserved manner 
laid before you and the friends of relig- 
ion in Britain and America, the state and 
progress of the translations in our hands; 
our expenditure.and the manner in which 
the God of mercy has hitherto supplied 
us with means; our future hopes and ex- 
pectations, and the ground on which they 
are built. And this we do with the ut- 
most confidence, Knowing that relative 
to support in this great work, you and 
the friends of religion with you, are will- 
ing to du even more than we desire. We 
only add our earnest prayer that the joys 
and consolations which arise from the 
sacred word may dwell richly in your 
hearts; and, mingling with, while tiey 
constantly increase, the inexpressible 
pleasure arising from eonstant and un- 
wearied endeavors to impart to others 
the blessings contained in the sacred vol- 
ume, constitute that solid enjoyment 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away We are, most affectionately yours, 

(Signed) WILLIAM CAREY, 

JOSHUA MARSHMAN, 
WILLIAM WARD, 
J CHAMBERLAINE, 
J. ROWE, in behalf of all 
the brethren. 
Serampore, Aug. 14th, 1809. 


* By an article in the Literary Pano- 
rama for April, 1808, it appears that the 
expense of engraving in Britain a Chi- 
nese MS. Harmony of the 4 Gospels, was 
estimated at 35001. sterling. On this scule 
the engraving of the whole New Testa- 
ment must have exceeded T0001. sterling, 
which is nearly ten times the sum eng rav- 
ing it in India will cost. 
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Tue following letters from Dr. Carey, and his brethren, to their corres- 
pondents in Philadelphia, give a very intelligible and succinct account of 
the progress made by the Missionaries in Bengal, so late as November 
last, both in translating the Scriptures, and preaching the Gospel. 


Calcutta, Nov. 9, 1809. 


Tue Lord has been very gra- 
cious to us as it respects his work 
here, so that it is scarcely possible 
to overlook his hand; and I do 
not know of any period since the 
Mission began, which was more en- 
couraging than the present There 
has been, within the last sixteen 
years, an increase of thirty-one min- 
isters of the gospel in India (includ- 
ing two at Rangoon) besides those 
who have been removed by death, or 
who are gone to Europe, Of this 
number five are Clergymen of the 
Church of England; seventeen are 
Baptists, (including three Hindoo 
ministers;) one is a Presbyterian, 
seven are Independents, and belong 
to the London Society; and two, I 
believe, are Lutherans. N.B. I for- 
get that one of our Independent 
brethren, Mr. Carey, is dead, this 
will reduce the number to thirty- 
one. Besides this number there are 
four who were here before that date; 
and there are also three Missiona- 
ries in Ceylon, and one in China, 
making the whole number thirty- 
nine. Five Churches have been es- 
tablished in Bengal, one of which is 
divided into two branches, viz. Cal- 
cutta and Serampore. The others 
are at Yassore, where brother C. 
Carapeit Arctoon, an American, 
called to the ministry by the Church 
at Calcutta, is settled; Cuteva, 
where brother Chamberlain is set- 
tled, (brother C. lately baptized 
twenty-four European Soldiers, be- 
longing to one regiment, stationed at 
Berhampore, about forty miles from 
Cuteva, and has probably baptized 
more before now, as several others 
were inquiring;) Goamalty, where 
brother Mardon is settled with his 
little Church; and Dinagepore, 
where brother Fernandez resides, 
The greatest number of the mem- 


bers of this last Church live at, or 
near, Sadamahl, about twenty miles 
from Dinagepore, where my second 
son, William, is settled. Brother 
Moore is gone to Patna, or rather, to 
Bonhipore, near Patna, where there 
is a pleasing prospect of his raising 
a congregation of Europeans. Broth- 
er Robinson is gone to settle about 
eighteen miles north of my son Wil- 
liam, on the borders of Boutan, in 
which country he will attempt the 
introduction of a mission; and brother 
John Peters, an American, calied 
to the ministry by the church at Cal- 
cutta, is only waiting for a convey- 
ance, to goto Orissa, to begin a mis- 
sion there. Brother Chests, and my 
son Felix, are settled at Rangoon, in 
the Burman Empire, where they 
have met with as much encourage- 
ment as could be expected, and in- 
deed much more than we did expect. 
They are studying the language, and 
have begun to preach in a broken 
manner to the Burmans, At Calcutta 
the Lord has enabled us to erect a 
place of worship, which is tolerably 
well attended, and about fifty per- 
sons sitdown there to the Lord’s 
table. 

This is a rapid sketch of the pres- 
ent progress of religion in India: 
small when compared with the popu- 
lation of the country; and when com- 
pared with the abounding Idolatry, 
almost imperceptible. But who hath 
despised the day of small things. 

The gospel is not yet sent to Ne- 
pal, and there is only one Missionary 
in China; nor is it yet sent to any of 
the islands in the Indian or China 
seas, Ceylon excepted. ‘hese isl- 
ands are numerous, and some of 
them very large. 

What has been done in translating 
and finishing the Bibte in the Orien- 
tal Languages, will best appear from 
the table annexed, 
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State of Printing and Translating the Brble, November 9, 1809. 


Translated to 


N.Testa. O.Testament. N. Testament. 


AO The whole Ch. vii.* 
Bengalee, Ditto The whole 
Orissa, Ditto Job to Jer. 
Hindoostanee, Ditto Job to Mal. 


Mahratta, Ditto Job to Prov. 
Seek, Ditto Genesis 
Chinese, Ephesians Not begun 
Guzeratee, Acts Ditto 
Telinga, The whole Gen. to Job 
Kernata, Ditto Genesis 
Burman, Uncertain Not begun 
(1)Persian, Ditto Ditto 
(2)Malay, The whole The whole 
(S)Temul, Ditto Ditto 


(4)Malayala, Acts Not begun 
(5)Cingalese, Uncertain Uncertain 


Printed to 
O. Testament. 


The whole Exodus xxx. 
Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Job to Isa. viil. 
Rom. 4ii. Not begun 
John’s Gospel Ditto 

1st sheetcompos’d Ditto 

Mat. xii. Ditto 

Not begun Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 
Matthew Ditto 

The whele Whole Am. 1758 
Ditto Ditto 

Not begun Not begnn 
The Gospels Uncertain. 


I have this year been very ill with a fever. For several days my life was 
despaired of, but the Lord had mercy on me, and raised me up again, and 


I am now as well as before my illness. 


* The copy is imperfect here. 


WILLIAM CAREY. 


C1) By Rev. C. Martyn and N. Sabat. (2) Printed by the Dutch Govern. 
mert, 1755. (3) By the Missionaries on the Coast. (4) By the Syrian 
bishop, (5) Uncertain. All the other translations are in our hands. May the 


Lord enable us to finish them. 


Serampore, Nov. 21, 1809. 


My Dear Stir, 

The cause of God with us, after 
all the opposition, and the hundreds 
of various kinds it has met with, is 
still evidently progressive. I cannot 
but compare it to a little leaven hid 
in meal, which secretly operates till 
the whole is leavened without any 
external aid. Such seems the case 
here. In Bengal, ten years ago, 
there was only one place in which 
the word was made known to the 
natives; last Lord’s day Lrecollected 
nine, which I will specify, Caleutta, 
Serampore, two places inthe dis- 
trict of Jassore, Cuteva, Berham- 
pore, Goamalty, Dinagepore, and 
Sadamahl; to which we may add 
Rangoon in the Burman empire, 
where a mission is now settled, and 
Boutan on a mission to which brother 
Robinson left Serampore with his 
family afew weeks1igo, Then we had 


no one native who, baptized himself 
into the death of his Lord, made 
known the gospel to his countrymen; 
now we have at least ten who feel a 
delight, in being thus employed. 
Then the Scriptures were m a train 
of translation into one language only; 
now they are finished in that one lan- 
guage, and in a train of translation 
into ten others, (besides what other 
Christian friends are now stirred up 
to do,) as you will perceive by the 
accompanying Memoir drawn up at 
the request of the brethren, and sent 
to Europe in September last. 
J. MARSHMAN. 





Serampore, Nov. 21, 1809. 


My Dear Sir, 

We received the whole of your 
communications by our dear fricnd 
Maylin, & Co. with the boxes, im- 
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voices, &c, in safety. Be assured, 
dear Sir, that your most kind and 

enerous attention -to our dear 
Ricaia, to our mission at all times, 
and to the real cause of God amongst 
all denominations of Christians, has 
impressed us with sentiments of af- 
fection and gratitude for you which 
can never be erased, 

We thank you for taking so gene-. 
rous a part in procuring for our 
friends a free passage in the Atlas. 

The subscriptions so generously 
raised in the United States for the 
translation, are a great encourage- 
ment, and relief to us in this work, 
upon which a Gracious Providence 
has so wonderfully shone; and if it 
be possible to convey to the sub- 
scribers the deep sense of*! rratitude 
we feel, or to any cous.lerable 
number of them, we shall be truly 
happy. We send to Dr. Staughton 
and you, not only an account of the 
sums so generously subscribed in 
America, but a memoir respecting 
these translations, which we hope 
will be satisfactory to the patrons of 
the work in the United States. The 
mode you have taken in remitting 
the subscriptions, is very agreeable 
to us. 

No new steps have been taken by 
the Honorable Con.pany’s Govern- 
ment here respecting us, either in 
one way or another; but we are not 
restricted in our labors in the man- 
ner we feared we should have been, 
We should be glad of a public tolera- 
tion, but if we may not obtain this, 
we must look up to Ajm, who has all 
power in heaven and on earth, for 


_ protection and support in prosecuting 


the work he has given us to do. 
Very dear Sir, 
Your most affectionate and 
Highly obliged Brethren, 
W. CAREY, J. MARSHMAN, 
W. WARD, J. ROWE, 





4 brief Extract from the Fournal of 
Rev. THappeEvus Oscoopn, who was 
appointed Fune, 1809, to act in the 
service of the Massachusetts Mis- 
sionary Society, and the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel. 


“I ser out upon my mission the 
os < . 
25d of June, 1809, and arrived upon 


missionary ground in Vermont, the 
9th of July. While on my way I 
called upon a large number of cler- 
gymen, and, by their request, preach- 
ed frequently, and visited a number 
of schools, 

I devoted between eight and nine 
wecks to the destitute societies in 
the western parts of Vermont; dur- 
ing which period, I preached 64 
times, attended 3 conferences, and 
visited 14 schools, I also adminis- 
tered the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper 3 times, and baptized 25 sub- 
jects, 10 of whom were adults. 

The 7th of September,I crossed into 
Lower Canada, and proceeded up the 
Grand river to Tread well’s seigniory, 
N. W. from Montreal about 60 miles. 
Here I preached a number of times, 
and visited several families; then re- 
turned to Montreal, passed down to 
Quebec, and devoted between three 
and four weeks to the business of 
printing tracts, preaching lectures, 
&e. I then returned to Montreal 
and tarried nine or ten weeks. 

During my stay here and at Que- 
bec, I furnished myself with a large 
number of moral and religious tracts 
to disseminate in the upper province 
of Canada. Considerable encourage- 
ment was afforded this attempt, by 
a large number of respectable gen- 
tlemen both at Quebec and Montreal. 
Thad but few opportunities to preach 
in either of those places; my princi- 
pal attention, therefore, was directed 
to the tract business, that 1 might 
furnish myself with the means of be- 
ing useful when the travelling would 
permit me to visit the upper province. 

On the 10th of February I set out 
for the upper Canada. My way was 
up the river St. Lawrence, throu 
Kingston, around the bay of Quinta, 
through Little York, I spent some 
time in the Niagara country, between 
the lakes Erie and Ontario. 

The whole time which I spent in 
the two provinces of Canada was 
about 6 months, during which I 
preached 70 times, baptized 14 chil- 
dren, visited 10 schools and attended 
2 conferences. 

I crossed over into the state of 
New York, and commenced my 
missionary labors at Buffaloe, on 
the 14th of March, and spent a- 
bout four weeks in places destitute 
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of regular preaching, on my way to 
Boston; during which period I 
preached 16 times, administered the 
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 
once, and baptized 2 children. 

From the time of setting out upon 
my mission, tll I returned to Boston, 
was about nine months and a half. 
I travelled upwards of 2000 miles, 
preached 158 sermons, visited 28 
schools, and attended 10 conferences 
and 6 funerals. I administered the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 4 
times, baptized 30 subjects, 10 of 
whom were adults, and admitted to 
the fellowship of different churches 
26 persons. 

Throughout all my journey, I was 
received by some with marks of ap- 
probation and affection; and in almost 
every place, I was urged to tarry 
longer than my future engagements 
would permit. 

I met with some serious and relig- 
ious persons in all parts of the coun- 
try through which I passed, who 
contributed greatly to cheer ‘my 
mind, and give me fresh courage in 
the discharge of the duties of my of- 
fice. One instance of kindness and 
hospitality out of the many, which I 
...perienced, I must be indulged the 
liberty of mentioning with some mi- 
nuteness. 

The instance referred to was that 
of the Rev. Mr. Stuart, a clergyman 
of the Episcopal church, settled in 
the province of Lower Canada. This 
gentleman is descended from a noble 
family in Scotland, and possessed of 
avery handsome property. I was 
informed that he annually expended 
his salary and the income of his prop- 
erty, (except what was necessary for 
his own support) in the benevolent 
business of printing and distributing 
tracts, establishing schools, and 
erecting houses for public worship. 
To these sums of money, which were 
very considerable, he added his time 
and influence. This information re- 
specting so benevolent a gentleman, 
induced me to go out of my way to 
pay him a visit. As I approached 
the place of his residence, I heard 
him highly extolled by many as a lib- 
eral benefactor. He very cordially 
welcomed me to his house, and, on 
my departure, gave me books ‘and 


money to assist me in My more hum- 
ble attempt to do good. The mem. 
ory of such a man will be dear to the 
latest posterity. 

I obtained nearly 200 names, in 
Canada, as contributors towards m 
printing tracts and establishing 
schools. I collected the last year, by 
donations in Cunada, upwards of 400 
dollars, all which, and about as much 
more, I expended in disseminating 
the means of instruction in that coun- 
try. Isent some specimens of the 
books and tracts to gentlemen in 
Quebec, and Montreal, that they 
might have opportunity of judging 
whether the tracts printed were cal- 
culated to benefit the new settle- 
ments, for which they were princi- 
pally def'gned, and to which they 
have béen sent. 

I am happy to learn that the hum- 
ble attempt which I have made te- 
wards assisting the new settlements, 
has generally met the approbation of 
the serious and judicious part of the 
community, both in Canada and the 
United States. The liberal dona- 
tions which I have received the last 
year, will be considered some evi- 
dence of the truth of the above de- 
claration. For since I came from 
Canada, I have travelled to the south- 
ward as far as Virginia, and have 
collected books and money to the 
amount of 800 dollars. This added 
to what I collected in Vermont, be- 
fore 1 went into Canada, and the 400 
dollars above mentioned, make the 
sum of bet ween 12 and 1300 dollars, 
which I have collected in books and 
money since My appointment a year 
ago. All the above mentioned sums, 
and my own wages from the society, 
excepting my necessary expenses, 
have been laid out, to the best of my 
judgment, assisted by the advice of 
friends, in disseminating the means 
of instruction through the frontier 
settlements of our own country, and 
in the provinces of Canada. Should 
a more particular account of my last 
year’s mission be necessary, it can be 
afforded.” 


THADDEUS OSGOOD. 
Boston, Fune 20, 1819. 





\? 


© ¥S “SO wm 1 @«€ VSO eS YS OS 





1810. Literary Intelligence. 47 


BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A numBer Of persons of the differ- 
ent denominations of Christians, in 
Beaufort, S. C convinced of the pro- 
priety and expediency of dissemin- 
ating a knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and putting them into the 
hands of those who are destitute of 
them, formed themselves into a So- 
ciety the last of March, 1810, by the 
name of the BeEaurort BiBLeE So- 
creTy, and elected the following 
gentlemen to be managers. 


President. 
Rosvert Barnwe Lt, Esq. 


Vice-Presidents. 
Tuomas Fuuuer, Esq. 
Dr. James E B. Finwey. 


Secretaries. 
Rev. Benj. M. PaLMEr, 
Rev. Joun B. CAMPBELL, 
Joun Joyner, Esq. 


Treasurer. 
Rosert Means, Esq. 


Managers, with the other Officers. 
Gen. Cuar.es C. PINCKNEY, 
Rev. GaLen Hicks, 
Rev. JAMES GraHAM, 
Dr. AkCHIBALD CAMPBELL, 
Joun M. VerpreEr, Esq. 
Jostan Bepon, Esq. 
' Nearly 700 doilars have been al- 
ready subscribed in this small town, 


and the subscription is still increas- 
ing. 

For the purpose of giving activity 
to the design of the institution, 300 
dollars were appropriated for the im- 
mediate purchase of Bibles and Tes- 
taments, in Philadelphia, which were 
received the beginning of May. 





ORDINATION, 


Own the 14th of March last Rev. Na- 
than Sidney Smith Beeman was or- 
dained pastor of the third Congrega- 
tional church and society in Portland. 
The introductory prayer by Rev. Jo- 
tham Sewall; the sermon by Rev. 
Kiab Bailey of New Castle, from 
Titus i. 5; the consecrating prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Smith of North Yar- 
mouth; the charge by Rev. Mr. Scott 
of Minot; the right hand of fellow- 
ship by Rev. Edward Payson of 
Portland; and the concluding prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Dutton of North Yar- 
mouth. 

The pastor elect, by request of 
the council exhibited a full and ex- 
plicit creed, and readily submitted 
to a particular examination. His 
settlement over this church and con- 
gregation, is considered as a very 
auspicious event. ‘ 








LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Buchanan has pre- 


sented to the university of Cam- 
bridge, England, about 80 volumes 
of valuable oriental MSS. 

Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of Calvin, were promised several 
months ago by Mr. Mackenzie. 

A collection of original letters be- 
tween Bp. Nicholson and sme of his 
learned cotemporaries, were an- 
nounced in the last year for speedy 
publication. 


DENMARK. 


Tue Society of Rural Economy at 
Copenhagen has commenced the 
publication ef its proceedings. 


FRANCE. 


M. Mixiuior has published Garono- 
mia, or Physiological and Philosoph- 
ical Directions to both Sexes; an at- 
tention to which will insure a long 
life, free from disorders and infirmi- 
ties. 

M.L Reynier has published a work 
on the subject of Egypt under the 
government of the Romans. 


ITALY. 


A work interesting to the lovers of 
antiquities and the arts has been re- 
cently published at Rome, consisting 
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of acolicction of engravings, repre- 
senting the deities, altars, tripods, 
candelabra, basso relievos, &c. of an- 
tiquity. 2 vols. oblong folio. 


RUSSIA, 


M. Cu. ne Scu.oezer has publish- 
ed at Riga the first two volumes of a 
work on the principles of Political 
Economy and National Riches. 


SWEDEN. 


M.C. J. Scuoenneer has publish- 
ed at Stockholm the first number of 
an entymological work, entitled Sy- 
nonymia Insectorum,,a treatise on in- 
sects, classed according to the Sys- 
tema Eleutheratorum of Fabricius. 





Ir is with pleasure we announce to 
the public that proposals are issued 
by Mr. Samus. Eruerince of 
Charlestown, for printing CaLME'T’s 
GREAT Dictionary of the Horny 
BisxLe, together with the Frac- 
Ments, and Scriprure I.uius- 
TRATED, published in London by 
C. Taylor, in 4 vols. 4to. with up- 
ward of one hundred engravings, 
explanatory and illustrative. This 
work is scarce in Europe, and sells 
at the high price of seventy doilars a 
set; and of course cannot in this 
country be very common, in the li- 
braries of those to whom it is princi- 


pally valuable. The publisher pro- 
poses to reduce the price to about 
one half the cost of the English copy. 
Dr. Ramsay of Charleston, S. C. 
proposes to publish, in July or Au. 
gust next, a small Map of the Unit- 
ed States; also a Historic and Bio- 
graphical Chart of the United States. 
In the Historic Chart, words, fig- 
ures, letters, lines, emblems, and 
colorings are so arranged that much 
of the History of the United States, 
may be comprehended bya glance 
of the eye. In the Biographical 
Chart, the names of about 300 de- 
ceased eminent persons, are classed 
and arranged, so that their stations 
in life, the place and time in which 
they flourished, and other particulars, 
may be known by inspection, ‘To 
these engravings are subjoined, in 
the same sheet, a concentrated His- 
tory of the U.S. from their settle- 
ment as English Colonies to the 
present time. Connected with the 
above charts, and supplementary to 
tiem, is a Chronological Table of the 
principal events, which have hither- 
to taken place in that portion of civ- 
ilized America, which is now free 
and independent. The whole is de- 
signed to give an outline of \meri- 
can History in a small compass, and 
as far as possible through the medi- 
um of the eye 
“*Segnius irritant animos demissa per 


aurem., 
2uam ae a oculis subjecta fideii- 
us. 


ae 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Tue Sketch of the Life and Death of Mr. William N——, though doubtless 
interesting to his particular friends and acquaintance, would not be equally 


so to the public. 


We thank the person who transcribed and communicated an extract from 
the London Evangelical Magazine. In order to prevent unnecessary trouble 
of this kind hereafter, we inform our correspondents, that all the Religious 
Magazines published in Great Britain or America, are within our reach. 

We are sorry that we had not room for the whole of the First Lecture 


on the Evidences of Divine Revelation. 


These Lectures will command for 


themselves, we doubt not, an attentive perusal. 
Some domestic Religious Intelligence, particularly the annual accounts 
of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, we were obliged to postpone till 


rext month. 


Lines addressed to Mrs. C——n will appear in our next number. 

We readily apologize to our subscribers for some mistakes which occurred 
in the Panoplist for April and May, through the inadvertency of the binder. 
Those who have received imperfect copies, are requested to return them, 


and receive others in their stead. 
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